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the p a r t i c i p a n t s  of t h e  conference i n  t h e i r  varying 
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the Scr ip tu res ,  a s  t h e  Exeget ica l  Study on 1 Tim, 6 ,  
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J, A,  Krueger on t h e  Ef fec t  of Refomed Teaching on 
t h e  Preaching of Law and Gospel, and t h a t  by Pas to r  
W, W. Pe t e r sen  on t h e  Theology of Campus Crusade, 
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Invited participants in the conference were 
members of the three synods comprising LWSA. Other 
participants were Rev. 
highly publicized book, 
teaching at St, Michae 
of Union Theological Seminary, one active and one 
retired member of the Seminex faculty at St. Louis, 
and one participant from each of WELS and ELS. It 
is regrettable that a number of outstanding special- 
ists in the Lutheran Confessions from Missouri and 
WELS were not able to accept invitations to partici- 
pate. Their absence from the conference made it 
somewhat less representative of contemporary Lutheran 
thought than might have been desired and devalued 
the publicity blurb that had promised a conference 
that would "bring together a 'who's who' of 35 promi- 
nent Lutheran  theologian^.'^ 

For all of that, efforts of the sponsoring and 
funding organizations, prompted by admirable objec- 
tives, deserve the gratitude of all of the partici- 
pants. Historic Lutheranism must stand or fall on 
its commitment to the Formula of Concord and any 
effort which induces us to study and rehearse its 
truths is of great value. We appreciated particu- 
larly that Dr. Opsahl and Dr. Kolb, representing 
the host organizations, had arranged the symposium 
in the format of a free conference, The gracious 
hospitality of these men and the facilities provided 
the participants gave every opportunity for fulfill- 
ment of the purposes of the symposium. 

Despite deep differences in opinion, the con- 
ference discussions were forthright and courteous. '% 

But it was clear throughout that American Lutheran- 
ism 5s irrevocably divided, not so much with respect 
to differing opinions about specific doctrines, 
though those exist, as it is a fundamental differ- 
ence respecting the assumptions and the methodology 
of biblical interpretation. The conference also 

gave evidence that the faulty assumptions and method- 
ology of biblical interpretation are being applied to 
the Lutheran Confessions as well. 

Written and verbal statements about the Formula 
of Concord, made at the conference, were overwhelm- 
ingly loyal in their expressions of commitment to 
this Lutheran symbol. One had to wait for the 
appearance of the bottom line to see the effects of 
their inappropriate assumptions and their flawed 
methodology. Most of the papers represented compe- 
tent scholarship. Most provided valuable insights 
both as to the history and content of the Formula of 
Concord. To detail them is beyond the scope of this 
review article. It is our purpose to cite from these 
papers only to illustrate the variant reading of 
Scripture and the Confessions that is seen in con- 
temporary Lutheranism. 

Only one of five of the conference papers spoke 
clearly in the terms and rationale of the historic 
faith of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod. This 
essayist was Lewis W. Spitz, Jr., of Stanford Univer- 
sity. He referred to the observance of the anniver- 
sary of the Formula of Concord as "an event of deep 
significance" and expressed the hope that "the three 
years extending from the present remembrance of the 
Formula of Concord to the festive quadricentennial 
of the Book of Concord in 1980 be devoted to an in- 
tense study of the Lutheran Confessions . . . I( 

The following quotations will give some sense 
of the spirit of the presentation of Dr. Spitz. 

"In the 16th century the confessions 
provided a focal point for allegiance and 
supplied a cohesive force which spared 
Protestantism from complete ideological. 
disintegration. Confessions must do so 
again unless churchmen are willing to 
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pres ide  over t h e  f i n a l  d i s so lu t ion  of 
organized Chr i s t i an i ty  i n t o  i t s  atomic 
p a r t i c l e s  ... 

"Churchmen today can l e a r n  from t h e  i 

authors of t h e  Formula the  meaning of 
concern f o r  r e l i g i o u s  t r u t h ,  t h e  impor- - 

tance of honesty and i n t e g r i t y ,  and t h e  
value of t h e  theological  en te rp r i se .  
They can cher ish  t h e  concern of t h e  
una sancta  so  evident  i n  t h e  Book of - 
Concord... 

"The Formula was addressed t o  grievous 
contemporary problems of t h a t  day. Cer- 
t a i n l y  i ts engagement should au then t i ca te  
t h e  value of c reda l  statements today 
addressed t o  contemporary problems wi th in  
o r  outs ide  t h e  church. ... Missouri Synod's 
d o c t r i n a l  statement, and s imi la r  e f f o r t s  t o  
a r t i c u l a t e  t h e  concerns and convict ions of 
church bodies a r e  c e r t a i n l y  i n  l i n e  wi th  
t h e  i n t e n t  of t h e  Formula." 

I n  t h e  discussion t h a t  followed t h e  reading of 
t h e  paper reference  was made t o  t h e  manner i n  which 
t h e  Missouri "Statement" had been "imposed" on t h e  
church. One speaker d e r i s i v e l y  re fe r red  t o  Missouri 's  
"Statement" a s  an example of what he c a l l e d  "Winkel" 
theology. 

D r .  Spi tz  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  t h e  Missouri Synod's 
"Statement" was not an innovation i n  theology. He 

sa id  t h a t  "it is  i n  l i n e  wi th  t h e  h i s t o r i c  doc t r ine  
of t h e  Missouri Synod." Such statements must be 
made i n  order t o  "avoid t h e  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  of the  
church. 

. , . . . . . . . .  

Unfortunately, t h e  essay discussing "The L i m i t s  
of Doctrinal  Plural ism According t o  the  Formula of 
Concard," is l i k e  so  w c h  s f  t h e  d o c t r i n a l  mater ia l  
emanating from Europe i n  recent years ,  Words are 
sgun out i n  a  f l imsy skein,  to l i t t l e  purpose and 
scant  meaning, Consider the  statement of the  problem 
a t  t h e  beginning of the  essay: 

'%owhere, as f a r  a s  can be determined from 
t h e  h i s t o r y  of Christiarn movements of f a i t h ,  
is  the re  the  t r u e  Chr is t ian  f a i t h  i n  one - 
exclusive configurat ion.  The problem is  not 
t h e  m u l t i p l i c i t y  of t h e  configurat ions of 
f a i t h ;  on t h e  contrary,  t h i s  has been con- 
s idered,  from t h e  e a r l i e s t  days, t o  be an 
enrichment. The problem i s  r a t h e r  whether 
and how, i n  such m u l t i p l i c i t y ,  t h e r e  can be 
agreement and consensus i n  r e l i g i o u s  doc- 
t r i n e ,  which a t  t h e  same time means whether 
and j u s t  how f a r  Chr i s t i an  f a i t h  i n  i t s  
various configurat ions can i d e n t i f y  i t s e l f  
a s  one f a i t h , "  

The author goes on from this point  t o  a  discus-  
s ion  of "the re la t ionsh ip  between i d e n t i t y  and 
p lu ra l i ty9 '  and comes t o  t h e  conclusion t h a t  t h e  
Formula of Concord w a s  the  r e s u l t  of a  16 th  century 
e f f o r t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  i d e n t i t y  of Lutheran r e l i -  
gious doct r ine .  Later  the  author says t h a t  even- 
t u a l l y  t h e  Formula of Concord es tabl ished t h e  l i m i t s  
of d o c t r i n a l  pluralism. Lohff has much t o  say about 
t h e  a r t i c l e s  of c r u c i a l  importance and, not uniquely, 
g e t s  a  good dea l  of mileage out  of A r t i c l e  VII of the  
Augsburg Confession: "...it is s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  t h e  
t r u e  uni ty  of t h e  church., . ,  e tc ."  

Eventually t h e  author g e t s  t o  t h e  point  of say- 
ing  t h a t  research may be i n  a  pos i t ion  "to e s t a b l i s h  
t h e  l i m i t s  of d o c t r i n a l  pluralism:" and adds t h a t  
"the c r i t i c a l - h i s t o r i c a l  research which got an 
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i nc reas ing  voice  i n  theology, by m k i n g  only too  
p la in  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  v a r i e t i e s  of t h e  understanding 
of f a i t h  i n  church h i s t o r y ,  even i n  t h e  New Testa- 
ment i t s e l f ,  and by showing t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  r e l a -  
t i v i t y  of every creed." Thus, t o  h i m ,  "confession 
is  reduced t o  %he concre te  expression of my f a i t h  
i n  a s p e c i f i c  s i t u a t i o n . "  The author  continues:  
"On the b a s i s  of such a position t h e r e  are no 
longer  any l i m i t s  a t  a l l  t o  t he  pluralism of Chris- 
t i a n  doct r ine ."  Later i n  the  paper t h i s  extreme 
p o s i t i o n  i s  modified i n  r e fe rence  t o  t h e  d o c t r i n e s  
of j u s t i f i c a t i o n  and t h e  means of grace as minimal 
d o c t r i n a l  s tandards ,  

I must confess  t h a t  I can not  understand h i s  
concluding comment t ha t  "the reformat ional  method 
of connecting the  i d e n t i t y  of t h e  testimony of 
f a i t h  with t h e  p l u r a l i t y  of t heo log ica l  doc t r ines ,  
establish(es) thereby a t  the same t i m e ,  t h e  legiti- 
mate limits o f  doc t r ina l  plural ism." 

The l a s t  sentence of t h i s  paper is r e a d i l y  
understood as being a r ep resen ta t ion  of the end 
r e s u l t  of the  h i s t o r i c a l - c r i t i c a l  method of i n t e r -  
p re ta t ion  as it  applies t o  S c r i p t u r e  and t o  t h e  
Lugheran Confessions, It i s  a c l a s s i c  example of 
the Gospel-reductionism t h a t  is  wi ther ing  the vine 
sf Lutheran orthodoxy, 

"The g rea t  t o r s o  af t h e  Fomula  o f .  
ConcordPs Chr i s to log ica l  a r t i c l e  is an 
impressive proof of t h e  way i n  a r e fo r -  
mational p a t t e r n  i n  l i n e  wi th  AC V I I  
one can d i f f e r e n t i a t e  between that 
which i s  s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  church u n i t y ;  

- t h e  t e s t b o n y  of t h e  uncondi t ional  
s a c r i f i c e  of Cod i n  Word and Sacrament - 
and t h a t ,  wherein agreement i s  no t  

: t h e o l o g i c a l  t e m i n o l o g y ,  

d o c t r i n e s ,  schools  - as fa r  a s  the  test$- 
msny SOF the one Gospel i s  not  obscured,'' 

Prof .  George Wolfgang F o r e l l  is  a dynamic lee- 
t u r e r  whose presence always en l ivens  a p ro fes s iona l  
conference of h i s t o r i a n s  o r  theologians .  Professor  
of t h e  School of Religion a t  t h e  Univers i ty  of Iowa, 
h i s  l ist  of pub l i ca t ions  is  impressive.  Two popular 

(&eapolis,  Augsburg , 
e s ,  Every conserva t ive  

Lutheran ought t o  read F o r e P l B s  F a i t h  Active i n  Love 
(Minneapolis, Augsburg, 1964)  as a c o r r e c t i v e  f o r  
t h e  main de f i c i ency  i n  contemporary conserva t ive  
Lutheran theology. 

Everything F o r e l l  writes, inc luding  h i s  con- 
fe rence  essay ,  "The Fomula  of Concord and t h e  
Teaching Ministry,"  is  eminently readable  and under- 
s tandable .  The content  of h i s  paper has  numerous 
f a c t u a l  and i n t e r p r e t i v e  nuggets of g r e a t  value.  
H i s  essay  i s  i n i t i a l l y  p ro jec t ed  from t h e  teaching 
min i s t ry  of Martin Luther ,  whose in f luence  r ad ia t ed  
from t h e  Univers i ty  of Wittenberg and w a s  developed 
i n :  

: B ... the adversary system i n  theology 

a s  p rac t i ced  by means of t h e  d i s p u t a t i o n  
s y s t e ~ l  of t h e  t i m e ,  a teaching  Bevice i n  
order  t o  p resen t  h i s  ideas t o  h i s  stu- 
d e n t s  and col leagues  - not  only  a t  W i t -  
tenberg,  but  a l s o  a t  Heidelberg and 
Leipzig. It w a s  i n  t h i s  manner by t h e  
f u l l  and competent u t i l i z a t i o n  of an 
e x i s t i n g  teaching  method, t h e  academic 
d i s p u t a t i o n ,  t h a t  he c rea t ed  t h e  Witten- 
berg theology which c a r r i e d  t h e  refomis- 
t i o n  from Saxony across the e n t i r e  world." 
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Having paid his dues by these remarks and by 
extensive reference to recent authors who have 
dealt with the Formula of Concord, Forell quickly 
places himself in an adversary relationship with 
conservative Lutheran theologians. The key to 
his presentation is in this sentence: 

"'First of all we must appreciate the 
Formula as an historical document that 
speaks specifically to the problems and 
conflicts of an age which is not ours." 

This is followed by the assertion that: 

"The very fact that the Formula states 
that the 'prophetic and apostolic writings 
of the Old and New Testaments as 
rule and norm according to which all doc- 
trines and teachers alike must be appraised 
and judged,' precludes using this document 
and any other document besides the Scrip- 
tures as 'rulebr 'norm' today. '' 

mat Forell is missing here is the fact that 
the authors of the Formula of Concord believed that 
thefr confessional statement, dram f%om the Scrip- 
tures, and offered in writing in accordance with 
the Scriptures, was the Word of God. Though they 
did not place this or any other credal statement 
on a level with God's inspired Word, they insisted 
that it was conformed to Gad's Word, It bare, 
therefore, an impregnable and timeless authority. 
The confessors explicitly submitted their state- 
ments to their contemporaries and to posterity 
with the same authority. They believed that what 
they said was true and in accordance with Scripture. 
They could, therefore, never have conceded that what 
they said might be false in another century or under 
other circumstances. They only conceded that fur- 
ther explanation and more ample statements might be 
required at another time. 

- 8  - 

The author of this essay makes an effort to 
illustrate changed conditions of life in their 
application to Scripture and the Confessions by 
referring to the demands of Romans 13 ("Let every 
soul be subject to the higher powers,") AC XVI 
(..all established rules and laws were instituted 
and ordained by God,) and the demands of citizen- 
ship in a 20th century democracy. But where is 
the problem? Our contemporary responsibilities as 
citizens are in no way limited or minimized by 
Romans 13 or AC XVI. We may well need a fuller 
exposition of our 20th century responsibilities as 
Christians. That is by no means to say that 
Romans 13 or AC XVI are invalid for our time. 

Prof. Forell touches one of the twelve articles 
of the Formula of Concord in a detailed discussion 
of Article IX, The Descent Into Hell. He calls 
attention to the manner in which one of Luther's 
sermons was confessionally incorporated into 
Article IX and praises, with all propriety, the 
fact that Luther dismissed the legendary specula- 
tions about the descent in favor of a simple asser- 
tion about the significance of that event. From 
that point Forell goes on to say: 

"Luther was a strangely unliteralistic 
literalist. Paintings, plays, songs, 
poetry were for him, all means to point 
to the Christ who conquered hell and bound 
the devil. We must form our ideas of such 
cosmic events by means of images." 

The obvious inference to be drawn from this is 
the unacceptable thought that Luther considered all 
biblical interpretation a matter of poetic imagery. 
We may recall that Luther made no reference to 
91 painting, plays, songs, poetry," or other forms of 

imagery at Marburg. On the subject at issue there 
he was as emphatic and specific as the Bible itself. 
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The e s s a y i s t ' s  two concluding paragraphs a r e ,  
i t  seems t o  us ,  argument by r i d i c u l e ,  lacking i n  
any decent sense of respect  f o r  t h e  views of h i s  
i n t e l l e e t m l  adversar ies ,  The second of the  two 
following quotat ions i s  presumably a reference  t o  
t h e  Missouri Synod "Statement." 

"In view s f  t h e  h i s t o r y  of a  to r tu red  
l i t e r a l i s m  which has plagued t h e  Lutheran 
Churches through the  generat ions and i s  
s t i l l  t roubl ing t h e m  today i t  would be 
w e l l  f o r  a teaching minis t ry  f a i t h f u l  t o  
t h e  Scr ip tures  an8 t h e  Confessions t o  
t ake  Luther's emghasis i n  h i s  Torgau 
sermon and u t t e r  ser ious ly:  ' I f  1 hold 
on t o  t h a t  which I a m  t o  bel ieve  concern- 
ing  Chr i s t , '  a l l  o ther  quest ions f a l l  
i n t o  t h e i r  proper place." 

r t  ... W e  observe ... (a) r a t i o n a l i s t i c  
obssurantism which assumes t h a t  sa lva t ion  
is deserved by those who assent  t o  t h e  
l a r g e s t  number of theological  proposit ions 
having t h e  lowest degree of p l a u s i b i l i t y  
o r  c r e d i b i l i t y .  

Prof.  Quanbeck's essay, "The Fornula of Concord 
and Authority i n  t h e  Church" i s  as e x p l i c i t  as t h e  
two previously reviewed papers i n  acknowledging t h e  
S c r i ~ t u r e s  a s  t h e  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  source of t h e  - 

Formula of Concord, a s  we l l  a s  t h e  source of t h e  
e n t i r e  s p i r i t u a l  and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  l i f e  of t h e  
church, Note t h e  following inc lus ive  statement: 

"The s o l a  s c r i p t u r a  of t h e  reformers 
s t a t e s  t h e i r  conviction t h a t  everything 
i n  t h e  church, creeds,  confessions,  doc- 

- t r i n e s ,  l i t u r g y ,  s t r u c t u r e s  of government 

and d i s c i p l i n e ,  stand under t h e  author- 
i t y  and judgment of the  Scr ip tures  and 
dare never oppose o r  contradic t  t h e  
prophetic and apos to l i c  message." 

It seems t o  us ,  however, t h a t  Quanbeck's posi- 
t i o n  d e t e r i o r a t e s  t o  t h e  bottom l i n e  of e f f e c t i v e  
den ia l  of t h e  r e a l i t y  of t h e  au thor i ty  of both t h e  
Scr ip tures  and t h e  Confessions more rapidly  and 
e x p l i c i t l y  than h i s  fel low e s s a y i s t s .  

Note how, i n  the  following quotat ions from 
Prof,  Quanbeck's paper, human i n t e l l e c t u a l  i n t e r -  
vention i n  reve la t ion  breaks down t h e  r e a l  author- 
i t y  of Sc r ip tu re ,  and t h e  confessional  au thor i ty  
of t h e  Lutheran symbols: 

"(The confessors ' )  understanding of t h e  
d i f f e r s  from t h a t  of lit- 

e r a l i s t i c ,  a tomis t i c ,  and l e g a l i s t i c  i n t e r -  
p r e t e r s  of a l l  ages can be shown both by 
t h e i r  teaching and t h e i r  p rac t i ce .  The 
Reformers d id  not attempt t o  i s o l a t e  t h e  
Scr ip tures  from the  i n t e r p r e t i v e  t r a d i t i o n  
which has accompanied them i n  t h e  church, 
nor d id  they suggest t h a t  the  Holy S p i r i t ' s  
guidance had been wi thdraw from t h e  church 
by t h e  time the  New Testament documents 
were w r i t t e n  o r  acknowledged a s  canon," 

In  a l i s t i n g  which Quanbeek der ives  from t h e  
Formula of Concord we f ind  t h e  following statement: 

"The Scr ip tu res  a r e  on t h e  one hand 
l i k e  o ther  books produced by humans, 
growing out of and addressing h i s t o r i c a l  
s i t u a t i o n s ,  and requir ing f o r  t h e i r  i n t e r -  
p r e t a t i o n  t h e  e n t f r e  range of hermeneuti- 
c a l  equipment, paleography and t e x t u a l  
c r i t i c i s m ,  l i t e r a r y  and h i s t o r i c a l  methods 
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of interpretation, lexicography and 
grammar. " 

This last quotation indicates how far inappro- 
priate hermeneutics may become destructive of the 
biblical record itself: 

"The study of language and of the 
historical development of dogma have 
shown us that we cannot distinguish as 
sharply as the reformers did between 
divine and humn origin of doctrines 
and Institutions. We now see the doc- 
trine sf the Trinity and ehristslogical 
definitions as children of mixed paren- 
tage, their mother the prophetic- 
apostolic tradition of tRe Scriptures 
and the Christian comnity, their 
father the hellenistic philosophical 
tradition. Like the Jewish cornunity 
we settle the question sf citizenship 
with reference to the maternal parent, 
These are Christian doctrines, grodng 
out of the Christian mission in the 
ancient world and making a necessary 
truth-elaim by using the resources of 
hdlenistic me%aphysicseM 

After e o m e m t s  of this kind affimations sf 
loyalty to the Scriptures and the Lutheran Confes- 
sions can hardly be taken seriously, 

I left the conference fuPPy convinced that the 
primary problem of conservative Lutheranism is the 
preservation of the doctrine of the inspiration of 
the Bible and the rejection of the historical- 
critical methodology of biblical interpretation. 

We must fortify our determination to follow 
Martin Luther in belief that our reading and study 
of Scripture is based on the assumption of its 
truthfulness, and to avoid all principles of inter- 
pretation that are not based on that assumption. 

*Center for Continuing Education at the University 
of Chicago, April 11-14., 1977. Sponsored by the 
Division of Theological Studies of the Lutheran 
Council in the United States of herica and the 
Center for Reformation Research, St. Louis, N o . ,  
under a grant from the Lutheran Brotherhood, 

We may conclude this review by a mere acknowl- 
edgment of the Presbyterian theologian, Arthur C. 
Cochrane's commendable effort to interpret the 
practical and spiritual significance of Christian 
confession. 
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THE EFFECT OF REFOWED TEACHING - - 
ON THE PREACHING OF LAW AND GOSPEL -- --- 

T h e  Rev. John Alan Krueger 
Cottonwood, Minnesota 

This  essay  addresses itself t o  t h e  ques t ion:  

What Does Reforned Teaching on t h e  Sovereignty 
and Glory of God Do t o  Correce Teaching of Law and 
Gospel, with Spec ia l  Reference t o  the  Danger o r  
P i t f a l l s  f o r  U s  i n  Reading Extensively i n  Refamed 
L i t e r a t u r e ?  

T h i s  Treatment of t h e  subjeck involves three 
sec t ions  o, 

1. Rgformed Teaching on %be Sovereignty and 
Glory of God as 2 t  is Related t o  S s m e  
Bar%icuPar Reformed Teachings 

2 ,  Some Poss ib le  Ef fec t s  of This Teaching on 
the  P r o c l a w t i o n  of Law and Gospel 

3 ,  Some Poss ib l e  P i t f a l l s  and How They Might 
B e  Avofded 

I * 

None of us  would deny t h a t  God is  sovereign 
and t h a t  He is  both  g lo r ious  and ma jes t i c  i n  Himself 

and deserves from us  a l l  honor and g lory  a s  H i s  
r i g h t f u l  due. We say t h a t  every time we r epea t  t h e  
doxology a t  t h e  conclusion of t h e  Lord's Prayer:  
""Tine i s  t h e  kingdom and t h e  power and t h e  g lory  
forever  and ever ,"  

This confess ion  i s  i n  f u l l  accord wi th  God's 
own d e s c r i p t i o n  of H i s  sovere ignty  and g lo ry ,  too .  
H i s  sovere ignty ,  Psalm 103: "The Lord ha th  pre- 
pared H i s  th rone  i n  t h e  heavens, and H i s  kingdom 
r u l e t h  over alleg"Mis majesty,  beyond human corn- 
prehension, beyond even t h e  capac i ty  of s i n f u l  man 
t o  behold and s t i l l  su rv ive ,  Exodus 33: "Thou 
cans t  not  s e e  Ny face ;  f o r  %bere s h a l l  no man s e e  
M e ,  and l i v e e s s  

We b e l i e v e  and confess  t h e  sovere ignty  of 
God, and H i s  g lory  and majesty.  Why should Reformed 
teaching  on t h i s  sub jec t  be expected t o  have any 
adverse e f f e c t  on the p r o c l a m t i o n  of t h e  Law and 
Gospel which are t h e  h e a r t  of God's Word? 

Because Reformed teaching  on t h e  sovere ignty  
and g lory  of God is  drawn, not  wholly from t h e  Word 
of God, but  a l s o  from t h e  specu la t ion  and imagina- 
t i o n  of men; and hence can d i s t o r t  t h e  teaching  of 
God's Word -- as s i n f u l  minds are prone t o  do, 
when uncorrected by t h e  Word of God i t s e l f .  

The Reformed teaching  i s  t h a t  God i s  sovereign 
I n  an u l t r a -abso lu te  sense ,  accept ing  no r e s t r a i n t s  
on H i s  r u l i n g  a c t i v i t y  from H i s  c r e a t u r e s ,  and i m -  
posing none Himself, nor indeed, a b l e  t o  choose t o  
do so. That H e  does not  permit H i s  c r e a t u r e s  t o  
usurp H i s  r u l e ,  we ag ree ,  a s  does t h e  Word of God. 
But w e  p a r t  company wi th  Reformed teaching  a t  t h a t  
po in t  where it denies  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  H e  s e t s  upon 
H i s  own a c t i o n s ,  and even H i s  very  a b i l i t y  t o  set 
such l i m i t a t i o n s ,  This  d e n i a l  i s  summed up, f o r  
one in s t ance ,  i n  t h e  s logan employed i n  d e n i a l  of 



THE EFFECT OF REFOWED TEACHING - - 
ON THE PREACHING OF LAW AND GOSPEL -- --- 

T h e  Rev. John Alan Krueger 
Cottonwood, Minnesota 

This  essay  addresses itself t o  t h e  ques t ion:  

What Does Reforned Teaching on t h e  Sovereignty 
and Glory of God Do t o  Correce Teaching of Law and 
Gospel, with Spec ia l  Reference t o  the  Danger o r  
P i t f a l l s  f o r  U s  i n  Reading Extensively i n  Refamed 
L i t e r a t u r e ?  

T h i s  Treatment of t h e  subjeck involves three 
sec t ions  o, 

1. Rgformed Teaching on %be Sovereignty and 
Glory of God as 2 t  is Related t o  S s m e  
Bar%icuPar Reformed Teachings 

2 ,  Some Poss ib le  Ef fec t s  of This Teaching on 
the  P r o c l a w t i o n  of Law and Gospel 

3 ,  Some Poss ib l e  P i t f a l l s  and How They Might 
B e  Avofded 

I * 

None of us  would deny t h a t  God is  sovereign 
and t h a t  He is  both  g lo r ious  and ma jes t i c  i n  Himself 

and deserves from us  a l l  honor and g lory  a s  H i s  
r i g h t f u l  due. We say t h a t  every time we r epea t  t h e  
doxology a t  t h e  conclusion of t h e  Lord's Prayer:  
""Tine i s  t h e  kingdom and t h e  power and t h e  g lory  
forever  and ever ,"  

This confess ion  i s  i n  f u l l  accord wi th  God's 
own d e s c r i p t i o n  of H i s  sovere ignty  and g lo ry ,  too .  
H i s  sovere ignty ,  Psalm 103: "The Lord ha th  pre- 
pared H i s  th rone  i n  t h e  heavens, and H i s  kingdom 
r u l e t h  over alleg"Mis majesty,  beyond human corn- 
prehension, beyond even t h e  capac i ty  of s i n f u l  man 
t o  behold and s t i l l  su rv ive ,  Exodus 33: "Thou 
cans t  not  s e e  Ny face ;  f o r  %bere s h a l l  no man s e e  
M e ,  and l i v e e s s  

We b e l i e v e  and confess  t h e  sovere ignty  of 
God, and H i s  g lory  and majesty.  Why should Reformed 
teaching  on t h i s  sub jec t  be expected t o  have any 
adverse e f f e c t  on the p r o c l a m t i o n  of t h e  Law and 
Gospel which are t h e  h e a r t  of God's Word? 

Because Reformed teaching  on t h e  sovere ignty  
and g lory  of God is  drawn, not  wholly from t h e  Word 
of God, but  a l s o  from t h e  specu la t ion  and imagina- 
t i o n  of men; and hence can d i s t o r t  t h e  teaching  of 
God's Word -- as s i n f u l  minds are prone t o  do, 
when uncorrected by t h e  Word of God i t s e l f .  

The Reformed teaching  i s  t h a t  God i s  sovereign 
I n  an u l t r a -abso lu te  sense ,  accept ing  no r e s t r a i n t s  
on H i s  r u l i n g  a c t i v i t y  from H i s  c r e a t u r e s ,  and i m -  
posing none Himself, nor indeed, a b l e  t o  choose t o  
do so. That H e  does not  permit H i s  c r e a t u r e s  t o  
usurp H i s  r u l e ,  we ag ree ,  a s  does t h e  Word of God. 
But w e  p a r t  company wi th  Reformed teaching  a t  t h a t  
po in t  where it denies  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  H e  s e t s  upon 
H i s  own a c t i o n s ,  and even H i s  very  a b i l i t y  t o  set 
such l i m i t a t i o n s ,  This  d e n i a l  i s  summed up, f o r  
one in s t ance ,  i n  t h e  s logan employed i n  d e n i a l  of 



t h e  r e a l  presence o 
t h e  Holy Supper, '' 9 8 

0 

Phrased a s  i t  is,  t h a t  sounds p l aus ib l e :  The 
f i n i t e  cannot con ta in  t h e  i n f i n i t e ,  hence t h e  body 
of t h e  e t e r n a l  Son of God cannot be i n  a p i ece  of 
bread, The t r o u b l e  wi th  i t  i s  t h a t  i t  d ~ e s  not  
t a k e  i n t o  account God's t r u e  sovere ignty ,  H i s  cap- 
a b i l i t y  t o  do whatever He w i l l s ,  even when H i s  
f i n i t e  c r e a t u r e s  could not  do i t ,  Above a l l ,  i t  
ignores  H i s  own d e c l a r a t i o n  t h a t  H e  has  done it:  
'sTkis i s  My Body." Though t h e  f i n i t e  cannot con- 
t a i n  t h e  i n f i n i t e  s f  i t s  o m  v o l i t i o n  and power, 
it can when God says It can and causes it t o  do so, 

S imi l a r ly ,  a s  a resul%, i n  cons ider ing  God's 
majesty and glory ,  t h e  Reformed t each  what cannot 
be taught ,  t h e  hidden majesty of God, which is 
beyond our power to grasp o r  even ts su rv ive  un- 
pacotected -- as Piloses w a s  t o l d :  "Thou cans t  no t  
see ka)p face;  f o r  t h e r e  s h a l l  no man s e e  Me, and 
l iveec8  For t ha t  season God sh ie lded  Bases from 
t R a C  wi ther ing ,  ove r~~he lming  experience of H i s  
naked majesty by h id ing  him i n  the c l e f t  of the  
rack and covering h i m  with Nfs hand while H e  passed 
by9 so t h a t  when Moses could see anything of God, 
i t  was only His back p a r t s ,  not H i s  f ace ,  Thus 
God shie lds  us  from the  devas t a t ing  e f f e c t  of H i s  
r a w ,  naked majesty, coming to us through mems 
our h?~man constitution i s  capable of taking: Wards, 
water, bread, and wine, Reformed teaching  regards 
such mears as unworthy of t he  high majesty s f  God, 
and hence denies  t he i r  power and e f f i c a c y  as t r u e  
means whereby God can impart Himself o r  H i s  grace 
t o  men, 

The effects of t h e s e  teachings  on t h e  ssver- 
e i g n t y  and g lory  of God a r e  seen i n  o t h e r  pa r t i cu -  
l a r  Reformed d o c t r i n e s  -- sr perhaps t h e  e f f e c t s  
of o t h e r  Refomed d o c t r i n e s  a r e  showing up i n  t h e  

Whether chicken o r  egg comes f i r s t ,  what is  hatched 
i s  an omelet i n  which we can d e t e c t  t hese  ingre-  
d i e n t s  and o the r s :  

The GLBRITY AND SUFFICIENCY OF THE SCRIPWWS 
Refomed teaching  denie+ even whi le  i t  claims t o  
be l i eve  it. Thus Reformed teaching  desc r ibes  con- 
ve r s ion  a s  a f e l t  experience of t h e  Holy S p i r i t ' s  
power i n  t h e  h e a r t ,  without r e fe rence  t o  t h e  means 
through which H e  works; while  the  Bible i t s e l f  
c h a r a c t e r i z e s  conversion a s  a changeover from un- 
b e l i e f  t o  f a i t h  i n  Je sus  wrought by t h e  Holy S p i r i t  
through H i s  Word and Baptism ( see  John 3, James 1, 
T i t u s  3 ,  e t c . )  O r ,  while t h e  Refomed p ro fes s  t o  
take God's Word l i t e r a l l y ,  and even quote i t ,  
e.g. John 6 ,  i n  their s t and  on t h e  Lord 's  Supper,  
they con t rad ic t  t h e  elear meaning s f  C h r i s t ' s  
words, "This i s  My body," and so  deny the essence 
of t h e  Supper, The reason advanced f o r  these de- 
p a r t u r e s  from c l e a r  words i n  S c r i p t u r e  i s  that 
t h e i r  l i t e r a l  sense  d ~ e s  not  conform t o  t h e  sover- 
e ignty  and t h e  majesty of God, as seen by the 
Reformed a p a r t  from the  Word %o which God bas 
bound u s ,  o B 

On ELECTION, the  Reformed teaching  i s  double 
p redes t ina t ion  -- some elected t o  heaven, others 
tc h e l l .  T h i s ,  by infdrence  from the s ing l e  pre -  
des t ina t ion  which t h e  S c r i p t u r e  does teach ,  election 
t o  s a l v a t i o n ,  but  l eav ing  off  the grace which is its 
impetus, and drawing the converse csnclusiisn, (whiG%1 
is no t  d r a m  i n  t h e  S c r i p t u r e ) ,  t h a t  some have been 
chosen before  t o  damnation. T h i s  double-predestina- 
tion d o c t r i n e  i s  defended, aga in ,  by r e fe rence  t o  
the i n s c r u t a b l e  majesty of God and H i s  abso lu te  
sovere ignty  -- a p l a u s i b l e  defense,  but  only i f  
you c l o s e  your eyes t o  t h e  r e s t  of God's Word which 
c r i e s  out  t o  H i s  e a r n e s t  d e s i r e  and w i l l  t o  save 
a l l  men. 
v 
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As a corollary of this, we would expect, and 
indeed, do find, that Reformed teaching, especially 
of the Calvinistic stripe, teaches a LIMITED 
ATONEMENT, wrought by Christ only for the elect, 
while those predestined to reprobation or "passed by" 
(depending on how it's said), are lost because their 
sins haven't been truly forgiven. (For this reason 

the dour old Scottish Calvinist was supposed to have 
prayed, "God, bless me and my wife, my son John and 
his wife; us four and no more. ") This teaching 
comes, not from any ill will on the part of Reformed 
teachers against others, but again as an outgrowth 
of what they conceive to be the high majesty and 
sovereignty of God, conceived of apart from those 
many, many passages of the Scripture that make it 
clear t h t  God desires all to be saved, and that 
Chris t  died for the s i n s  a f  the whole world, 

The MEANS OF GRACE we have also touched on 
earlier.  In Reformed thinking, the Word of God 
ar?d the Sacraments have no particular power or 
efficacy. The Reformed emphasis on the Word is 
its ingailibility and inerrancy--though in fact 
Reformed teaching often ignores or actually con- 
tradicts its own doctrine, as on the Lord 's  
Supper. The Sacraments, Holy Baptism and the 
~ord's Supper, are regarded as purely symbolic, 
with no real efficacy in conveying the grace of 
God. This is because in Reformed thinking the 
conveyance of God's grace through such earthy 
channels would be a contradiction of the sover- 
eignty of God and His divine majesty. That God 
has chosen to channel His grace to us through these 
means, and has so said in His Word, is conveniently 
overlooked. 

CBWERSEOE we have b r i e f l y  mentioned before 
i n  another ~onne~tian, The Reformed eeaching Be%- 
cribes P$ not as a change from unbelief  to f a i t h  
but  a change in feeling, and ascribe it t o  the raw 
power of the Boly S p i r i t ,  without taking into 
acegsunt the  means sf grace which the Scripture 
itself elearly sets fortrh as His instruments in 
the  conversian o f  a sfnner $0 f a i t h  i n  Christ, 
Once more, t h i s  is in f u l l  accord w i t h  the teach- 
i n g  that God" smsjesty is limited nei ther  by human 
w i l l .  nor by divine decision. The emphasis i n  cou- 
version is on t he  "experience" of which a person is 
supposed to be able t o  tell the day and hour, pre- 
sumably because of some humanly memorable feeling 
%ha& enveloped the  ind iv idua l ,  and af ter  which, 
because s f  irresistzble grace and the perseverance 
of LChe sa in ts ,  he is not supposed to have tines of 
doubt,  distress, frustrazion of his will to keep 

- 18 - 

A further effect of the teachings concerning 
God's sovereignty and glory is seen in its concep- 
tion of FAITH itself, which is viewed from an emo- 
tional standpoint, as a feeling of security and 
well-being on the part of the Christian. rather 
than as confidence that persists even though emo- 
tions and feelings may be quite the opposite. 
This is in consonance also with the derivation of 
the teaching concerning God's majesty out of human 
speculation rather than from the clear Word of God. 
On a similar basis the individual is expected to 
conjure up for himself feelings of security and 
well-being based on a "conversion experience" rather 
than on the promises of God given us through His 
Word and Sacraments, 

We could range over the whole o f  Reformed doc- 
trine and discern some of the same relationship to 
its teaching on the sovereignty and the majesty of 
God. But all we wanted to do here is to show the 
consistency of various teachings in the Refomed 
tradition with its conception or misconception of 
the sovereignty and the glory of God. 
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Here w e  can o u t l i n e  a couple of e f f e c t s  which 
t h e  Wefarmed teaching  on t h e  sovere ignty  and t h e  
g lory  of God might have on t h e  proclamation of Law 
and Gospel, I w i l l  name t h r e e *  

F i r s t ,  the  Reformed teaching  on t h e  sover- 
e ign ty  and g lory  of God can adverse ly  a f f e c t  t h e  
proclamation of t h e  Law and Gospel i n  a r a t h e r  
i n d i r e c t  m n n e r  by i t s  use  of hman  reason over 
t h e  Word of God, which, i f  followed, w i l l  n o t  per- 
m i t  the Law of God t o  be proclaimed i n  i t s  f u l l  
severity nor the Gospel i n  i t s  f u l l  and saving  
r i chness ,  bu t  w i l l  move s i n f u l  human reason t o  
f i n d  ways around She meaning of t h e  co 
and t h e  s t e rnness  of God's judgments, and t o  t u r n  
aside from the  comfort the  Gospel g ives .  This  
might be seen e s p e c i a l l y  i n  a c o n s i s t e n t  appl ica-  
tion s f  the  Refamed teaching of double predes t ina-  
t i o n ,  l imi t ed  atonement and i r r e s i s t i b l e  grace.  
These, taken seriously and followed t o  t h e i r  con- 
c l u s i o n  by r i g h t f u l  l o g i c ,  would s e r i o u s l y  v i t i a te  
the power of t he  Law to accuse and condeann the 
hardened s inner ,  leaving  "ram the excuse t ha t  i f  
God has eleczed some t o  damnation anFay  and Christ 
d id  not d i e  f o r  all, then $herebs no need f a r  h in  
ts be concerned about h i s  s i n s ,  since nothing can 
change God's decretum h o r r i b i l e  concerning him i n  
any case, On the  other hand, i f  God i n  H i s  saver- 
e ignty  holds f o r t h  to nan a grace which is irresis- 
t i b l e ,  then ras m . t $ e r  what crimes he may wmit O r  

haw obstinately he persists f o r  t h e  moment i n  h i s  
unbe l i e f ,  in t h e  end t he  grace 0% God will overcome 
and esavert and save Rim, Either a p p l i c a t i o n ,  s f  
course, des t roys  the  intended e f f e c t  of the  preaeh- 
ing  of the Law, hardening t he  sinner in his s i n  and 
unhd8ef  rat&er %haa allowing it to be what God 
declares it, a hamer  tha t  breaks the  rack i n  pieces,  

And presumably a preacher who c o n s i s t e n t l y  holds  . 
t o  those Reformed teachings  would preach i n  such 
a way that t h i s  e f f e c t  would fol low; though i t  
might not  n e c e s s a r i l y  be known o r  not iced  u n t i l  
the judgment day. 

Second, such teaching might rob t h e  Gospel of 
i ts  comfort and saving  power, by d i r e c t i n g  t h e  
pen i t en t  s i n n e r  t o  t h e  wrong source f o r  t h e  assur-  
ance of h i s  s a l v a t i o n .  This  is  perhaps an  e f f e c t  
t h a t  w e  Lutheran preachers  w i l l  n o t i c e  most e a s i l y  
i n  Reformed preaching. Often such preaching b ids  
t h e  concerned s i n n e r  look wi th in  h i s  own h e a r t  t o  
f i n d  t h e  Holy S p i r i t  opera t ing  t h e r e  and g iv ing  
him t h e  f e e l i n g  of forg iveness ,  sometimes it  even 
s t r e s s e s  t h a t  f e e l i n g ,  a s  i f  the  f e e l i n g  were the  
important th ing ,  and t h e  person ' s  s a l v a t i o n  depended 
on i ts  being the re .  W e  can,  perhaps, understand t h e  
reason f o r  such a stress on personal  f e e l i n g ;  a f t e r  
all, conversion and f a i t h  a r e  personal  ma t t e r s ,  and 
un le s s  a man i s  pe r sona l ly  conveqted t o  faith i n  
C h r i s t ,  he is  not  saved. But the Reformed concep- 
t i o n  of God's g lo ry  and sovere ignty  b i d s  a man look 
f o r  t h a t  assurance  a p a r t  from the o b j e c t i v e  Word and 
promise of God; and t h i s ,  i n  the end, is tantamount 
tc d i r e c t i n g  him eitller to himself o r  nowhere a t  a l l  
f o r  assurance.  The e f f e c t  i s  t o  leave  t h e  s i n n e r  
anxious and doubtful  over whether he has been saved 
o r  forg iven ,  ques t ioning  whether he i s  a Chr i s t i an .  

Involved i n  t h a t  second po in t  and c lose ly  con- 
nected wi th  i t ,  i s  a t h i r d ,  the essence  of f a i t h  
i t s e l f .  D i rec t ing  a person t o  the i3ol.y S p i r i t ' s  
power wi thout  d i r e c t i n g  him t o  the  Ward througll 
wtlicll that power i s  exe rc i sed ,  can l ead  only tc a 
conception of fa i th  wllich i s  ,at var i ance  wi $31 the 
one the Scripture sets f o r t h .  T l l i s ,  i.n f a e t ,  is 
t h e  ccnception o f t e n  derived f ram Rcfcrrncd exllor- 
t a t i o n s  bo be c o n v e ~ t c d  and t c  believe: That f a i t h  
is  a perscnal f e c l i ~ l g  of well-being and srcitr i ty,  
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combined with a foolproof sanctification of life, 
an emstion that must be f e l t  to be present, a sanc- 
tification of life that must be demonstrable before 
one can be sure he is justified. The question then 
arises, what does it mean when that feeling is not 
present and the evidence still shows that I am a 
sinner? The direct answer in fact given by some of 
the more extreme teachers is that in such cases the 
conversion experience supposedly once undergone 
must not have been a genuine one after all; so the 
individual is again exhorted to repent, to be con- 
verted, and to depend upon the Holy Spirit's power 
within him to bring him to faith. And he is left 
there knowing exactly what has to be done, but 
without the least idea how it% ever going to be 
done--in short, unsure o f  his salvation and, on 
such premises, with no real possibility of ever 
being sure. If faith is a f e e l i n g ,  then that's 
how most anyone will wind up. Obviously, it must 
be made clear that faith is simply trusting God's 
promise of forgiveness and salvation throilgh 
Christ, regardless of what the human heart may 
say; as the Scripture itself puts it: "If our 
heart condem us, God i& greater than our heart 
and knoweth all things." (I John 3:2l) The 
Reformed conception of faith puts this comforting 
assurance in jeopardy, 

r y  o f  this section, then, the Reformed 
c o ~ c e p t i o n  o f  the  sovereignty and g lory  of God, as 
it msnifests i t se l f  ehroughout the  Refarmed syseem 
of doctrine, poses t he  t w o  classic dangers t o  the 
faith: Ei the r  ts make the sinner secure In his 
sin, which leads him s t r a i g h t  to t h e  damning judg- 
ment of God; or t o  make the genitene sinner uasure 
of his salvation; which in the end leads to the 
same result. (Incidentally, Dr. Walther has said 
all this before, and much better, in his deservedly 
famous -- Lectures 14, 16, 17, and 
others; and, I presume, also others in other places. 

Having said what we have said, the pitfalls, 
at least those we intend to bring up here, should 
be pretty obvious, particularly to Lutheran 
preachers; and so should the method of avoiding 
them. 

Obviously we will not derive our doctrines 
from Calvin's Institutes, nor teach the false 
Reformed teachings as the truth. To do so would 
be an outright betrayal of the confidence placed 
in us by God's people as preachers of His Word; 
and we could not live with ourselves. I do not 
believe the dangers or pitfalls lie in this 
direction, 

They lie rather in the subtler effects and 
influences that much of Reformed teaching and 
language can have in an indirect way on our o m  
language and our own image 02 God's Word. And 
here we need to be particularly wary, because such 
subtleties by their very nature are not easy to 
spot. The blunt definitions of Reformed doctrine 
which I have set forth in this paper are not al- 
ways set forth in that same blunt way in Reformed 
teaching or writing. For this reason they can 
sound at times very much like the teaching of 
God's Word, and we can be easily influenced by 
them, both in the language we use and especia l ly  
in the manner of our proclamation of Law and 
Gospel, 

We share two concerns of Reformed Christians. 
One is that hardened impenitent sinners should not 
be given a false tomfort out of the Gospel and 
thus grow still more secure in their sins and 
hardened in their unbelief. The other is t h a t  

> those ordained to eternal life should come to faith 
and be kept in faith in Jesus Christ, the Savior. 
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them, both in the language we use and especia l ly  
in the manner of our proclamation of Law and 
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We share two concerns of Reformed Christians. 
One is that hardened impenitent sinners should not 
be given a false tomfort out of the Gospel and 
thus grow still more secure in their sins and 
hardened in their unbelief. The other is t h a t  

> those ordained to eternal life should come to faith 
and be kept in faith in Jesus Christ, the Savior. 



The very fact that we share those concerns 
with them, may constitute a pitfall for us, in 
that it will dispose us to hear their answers sym- 
pathetically and uncritically. 

It might be possible to be misled into pro- 
claiming God's Law as if it were Gospel, following 
the lead of some more extreme Arminian Reformed 
teaching, and leaving the impression that if a 
person conforms to certain principles, obeys cer- 
tain rules, or follows the four "spiritual laws," 
he thereby wins a place secure in God's favor-- 
though it is doubtful if even the Arminian-minded 
would always be that simplistic about it. But 
any such influence would, of course, tend to 
destroy the accusing, condemning force of the Law 
and make the sinner feel secure in his own atti- 
tudes and actions, instead of driving him to Christ. 

On the other hand, it would be easy to pro- 
claim God's Gospel as if it were a Law. This is 
perhaps the more dangerous of the pitfalls for 
Lutheran preachers. I suppose we all cringe a 
little when we hear evangelists exhort people with 
such expressions as "You've got to believe," or, 
"Make your decision for ChristH--in a context and 
a manner thae make it seem as if conversion itself 
is a responsibility that rests on the shoulders of 
the unconverted, and a work that he could bring to 
completion by his own reason, will or emotional 
endeavor. But the very fact that we feel uncom- 
fortable with such statements indicates that we 
are pretty well aware of such a pitfall. 

There may well be other pitfalls and dangers 
which the discerning Lutheran pastor will be aware 
of too, and avoid. 

The simple and obvious method of avoiding 
such pitfalls and dangers is to pay even closer 

attention to what the Word of God itself says, 
than to what any Reformed theologian might say, 
whose work we might be reading or whose presenta- 
tion we might be hearing at the time. It is and 
must always remain the Holy Scripture that deter- 
mines our own doctrine and sets the pace for our 
proclamation of God's Law and Gospel. This, after 
all, is the sole source from which all true en- 
lightenment comes, and it should be an axiom with 
Lutheran preachers that our chief textbook in all 
our preaching and teaching is the Bibfa If we 
do a conscientious job of searching the Scriptures 
for ourselves--well, in the first place, we just 
might not feel a great need to spend time and 
energy reading Reformed theology; and in the second 
place, when we do, what is contrary to God's Word 
in that theology should become tolerably easy to 
spot , 

I wonder if another word might not also be in 
order. While reading the works of Reformed theolo- 
gians critically--as we should also read Luther, 
Walther, Koren or any others, by the way:--we 
ought not become so obsessed with the pitfalls in 
their theology, real enough as they are, that we 
have to condemn everything they may say as false 
and dangerous. We can rejoice in such truths as 
they speak, even while we remain wide awake ts the 
aberrations we meet. 

I hope this may have provided a thought or two 
for openers, and that it may have helped toward a 
fresher sense of our own obligation and privilege 
as preachers of God's Word, to proclaim His Law to 
tkconviction, and His Gospel to the comfort, of 
the other sinners with whom we share this planet 
for a little while. 

-- John A, Kvueger 
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AN - EXEGETLCAL STUDY OF FIRST TIMOTWY, CHAPTER S I X  
1__1__-_____L_ - 

The Rev. Howard T. Behrens 
Holtsn, Michigan 

Verse 1 

As many as are under yoke as slaves, let them 
consider their own masters worthy of all honor 
that the name of God and the doctrine may not 
be blasphemed, 

It is well to reflect just a bit more on the desig- 
nation "The name" and "the doctrine," The name is 
more than this or that designation of the true God; 
it is His entire revelation of Himself, by which 
alone we are able to know Him, Thus also the doc- 
trine may be combined with "the name" and mean the 
full body of Christian teaching. Although there- 
fore of course the honor of the Gospel itself is 
here also at stake, we have no right to restrict 
the designation "the doctrine" to the Gospel alone 
in favor of the perversion of Gospel reductionism. 

It is sf further interest to observe the reflee- 
tions of Lenski on this passage. He states: "If a 
Christian slave dishonored his master in any way 
by disobedience, by acting disrespectfully, by 
speaking shamefully of his master, the worse con- 
sequences would not be the beating he would receive 
but the curses he would cause his master to hurl at 
this miserable slave's God, his religion, and the 
teaching he had embraced . . . Instead of bring- 
ing honor to the true God and the gospel of His 
high and holy Name, as every Christian should be 
anxious to do, t h i s  slave would bring about the 
very opposite, to the devil's delight." 

The word 6 a Q h o ~  here means slaves converted to the 
Christian faith; and the guy& or yoke is the state 
of slavery; and by 6~orr6.rcr~, masters, despots we 
are to understand the heathen masters of those 
Christianized slaves, Even these persons, in such 
circmstances, and under suck domination, are corn- 
manded to treat their masters with all honor and 
respect, that the name of God, by which they are 
called, and the doctrine of God, Christianity, 
which they have professed, might not be blasphemed, 
that it might not be spoken evil of or ridiculed 
as a consequence of their improper conduct. It is 

interesting to see in this connection in what man- 
ner an ancient divine reflects upon this assess- 
ment: "Civil rights are never abolished by any 
communications from God's Spirit. The civil state 
in whfeh a man was before his caraversion is not 
altered by that conversion; nor does the grace of 
God absolve him from any claims which either the 
state or his neighbor may have upon him. All these 
outward things continue unaltered." 

FOOD FOR THOIJGHT, REFLECTION, AND DISCUSSION: 

Consider the exegetical gpnastics which have 
been performed upon this passage and related bib- 
lical passages to adjust its import to the modern- 
day civil rights movement, which has its origin by 
and large in the crusade of Christ denying o r  
ignoring humanists, and not in the Word of Scrip- 
ture, Hsw the c i v i l  rightists today scoff at the 
very idea of Stonewall Jackson conducting Bible 
classes among his slavesf 
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Verse 2 

And those having be l i evers  a s  a s t e r s ,  l e t  
$hem not  despise  them because they a r e  breth- 
ren ,  but le t  them t h e  r a t h e r  s l ave  ( fo r  them) 
because they a r e  be l i evers  and beloved, they 
(too) taking hold of t h e  well-doing, 

Believing m s t e r s  a r e  obviously such a s  had been 
l a t e l y  converted a s  wel l  a s  the  s l aves  themselves. 
Again I am going t o  br ing you an observation on 
t h i s  dec la ra t ion  which comes through r a t h e r  s t a r t -  
l ing :  "Supposing themselves t o  be t h e i r  equals  
because they a r e  t h e i r  brethren i n  Chr i s t ;  and 
grounding t h e i r  opinions on t h i s ,  t h a t  i n  H i m  
the re  is  n e i t h e r  male nor female, bond nor f r e e ;  
f o r  although a l l  a r e  equal a s  t o  t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  
p r i v i l e g e s  and s t a t e ,  yet  the re  s t i l l  continues i n  
t h e  order of God% providence a great  d i s p a r i t y  i n  
t h e i r  s t a t i o n ;  t h e  master must ever be i n  t h i s  
sense super ior  t o  t h e  servant." 

It is c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e  s l aves  a r e  urged toward a 
more cheerful  obedience toward Chr i s t i an  masters 
on t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  motivation engendered by t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  these  masters a r e  f a i t h f u l  t o  God's 
grace, and beloved by H i m  as t r u e  fol lowers.  The 
expression T ~ S  ~ t ~ p y c o i a s  & v r ~ ~ a p ~ a v 6 p ~ v o ~ ,  j o i n t  
par takers  of t h e  b e n e f i t ,  i s  general ly understood 
a s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  master 's  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  
se rv ices  s f  h i s  s l aves ,  O r  i t  may apply t o  t h e  
servants  who a r e  par takers  of many b e n e f i t s  from 
t h e i r  Chrfs t ian  masters. Others th ink  t h a t  bene- 
f i t  here  r e f e r s  t o  the  grace of t h e  Gospel, t h e  
comon sa lva t ion  of bel ieving masters and t h e i r  
s ~ a v e s ,  None s f  these  views f u l l y  s a t i s f y  the  
grammatical construction which simply i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t  t h e  Chr is t ian  m s t e r s  were occupied with well- 
doing i n  general ,  t h e  idea  being t h a t  those  under 
t h e i r  hand enjoyed t h e  benef i t s  of such Chr i s t i an  

posture and i t s  r e s u l t a n t  treatment of t h e  enslaved 
persons. Over and above t h i s  l i e s  the  idea  of a 
mutual r ec ip roc i ty :  masters and s l aves  a r e  both 
Chr is t ian ,  a l i k e  concerned i n  doing good, each t o  
t h e  o the r ,  

There is no doubt then t h a t  Paul urges upon Timothy 
t h e  indoctr inat ion of both s l aves  and masters a s  
r epresen ta t ive  of t h e  e t h i c a l  doc t r ine  concerning 
such re la t ionsh ips  within the  churches. 

FOOD FOR REFLECTION: 

We cannot escape t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Paul took f o r  
granted t h e  s t a t u s  quo of s lavery  a s  an e x i s t i n g  
i n s t i t u t i o n ,  nor t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he d id  not encour- 
age rebe l l ion  on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  enslaved. What 
i s  our response t o  those who would simply inva l i -  
da te  the  e n t i r e  import of t h i s  in junct ion?  (WE 
MUST BEAR I N  MIND THAT I T  IS NOT THE PURPOSE OF 
THIS PASSAGE TO TREAT OF THE MORAL RIGHT OR WRONG 
OF SLAVERY AS AN INSTITUTION .) 

Verses 3-5 

I f  anyone teaches d i f f e r e n t  doc t r ine  and 
does not  come t o  healthy words, those of 
our Lord Jesus Chr i s t ,  and t o  t h e  doc t r ine  
i n  accord with godliness,  he  has been 
puffed up, understanding nothing, but 
being morbid regarding quest ionings and 
b a t t l e s  about words, out of which the re  
keeps coming envy, s t r i f e ,  blasphemies, 
wicked suspicions,  i r r i t a t i o n s ,  of men 
having been corrupted a s  t o  t h e  mind and 
having been b e r e f t  of the  t r u t h ,  suppos- 
ing  t h e i r  godliness t o  be a means of gain. 

What a passage! There is enough here t o  r e f l e c t  
upon f o r  t h e  next hour and a h a l f .  I s h a l l  forbear ,  
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The f i r s t  ques t ion  which a r i s e s  i s  whether o r  no% 
t h e  passage has  immediate o r  even s o l e  r e fe rence  
t o  v e r s e s  one and two, One cornenta tor  holds  
t h a t  i t  has  no r e fe rence  t o  t h e  preceding ve r ses .  
Since Timothy is  urged t o  t each  t h e  p recep t s  of 
versgs  one and two, t h i s  t h i r d  of n e c e s s i t y  a l s o  
r e f e r s  t o  t h a t  teaching  a s  d o c t r i n e ,  but  tbe r e f -  
e rence  i s  no t  exc lus ive ly  t o  t h a t  po in t  of doc- 
t r i n e .  ~ T E ~ Q ~ L ~ ~ ~ X ~ A E Z  is  a very  express ive  word, 
It r e f e r s  not  owPy t o  the  subversion of t h e  Gospel 
a s  such, but  to any subversion -- you name i t  -- 
of any d o c t r i n e  of t h e  sacred  Sc r ip tu res .  Paul  
he re  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  many ~m-yths which had been 
dragged i n t o  t h e  churches, m e t h e r  o r  no t  t h e s e  
myths then  s t r u c k  a t  t h e  h e a r t  of t h e  Gospel o r  
sought t o  undermine any s i n g l e  s c r i p t u r e  d o c t r i n e  
o r ,  f o r  t h a t  p a r t ,  any s i n g l e  s tatement  of Scrip-  
t u r e ,  they  were t o  be regarded a l i k e  as dangerous 
and d e s t r u c t i v e  of t h e  t r u t h .  The simple c o n t r a s t  
he re  is between t h a t  which i s  t h e  t r u t h  of Scrip-  
t u r e  wherever i t  i s  found, and t h a t  which is con- 
t r a r y  t o  it. And we a r e  not  t o  f o r g e t  t h e  f o r c e  
of t h e  s tatement  t h a t  whoever p e r p e t r a t e s  t h e s e  
subversions undernines t h e  t r u t h  and i s  t o  be 
regarded a s  a f a l s e  t eache r ,  

The express ion  6 y ~ a d v o v o ~ v  ~ d y o ~ s ,  hea l ing  doc- 
t r i n e s ,  contpeys t h e  connotat ion of t h e  s a l u t a r y  
e f f e c t  of sound d o c t r i n e  a s  con t ra s t ed  Co t h e  
devas t a t ing  e f f e c t  of f a l s e  doc t r ine ,  Healing 
d o c t r i n e  b r ings  h e a l t h  and n o u r i s h e n t  t o  t h e  
s o u l ,  Everything which t h e  Lord ChPist s a i d  is  
held up a s  i n t e r p r e t i v e  of and exemplifying sound 
doc t r ine ,  a s  we11 a s  H i s  approval  of every o t h e r  
s tatement  of Sc r ip tu re  as sound d o c t r i n e ,  and H i s  
d i sapproval  of t h a t  which i s  n o t  i n  accord wi th  
Sc r ip tu re .  The German expresses  t h i s  w e l l  i n  t h e  
sense  of Reine Lehre, terminology s o  despised and 
sco f fed  a t  by t h e  advocates of t h e  new hermeneutic. 
P u r i t y  of d o c t r i n e  is  dec lared  t o  be  i n  accord 

wi th  godl iness ,  because i t s  i n t e n t  i s  not  only t o  
seek and promote t h e  honor and g lory  of t h e  t r u e  
God, but  a l s o  because i t  i n  a c t u a l i t y  does promote 
t h e  honor and g lo ry  of t h e  t r u e  God on t h e  p a r t  of 
those  who uphold such d o c t r i n e ,  and then  r e f l e c t  
t h e  grace  of God i n  Chr i s t  by l i v e s  of w i l l i n g  
se rv ice .  

The o b j e c t i v e  of t h e  passage is ,  of course,  t o  
concent ra te  upon t h e  negat ive ,  t h a t  is, t h e  dam- 
nable  and damning r e s u l t s  of such d o c t r i n e  a s  i s  
propagated and promulgated by t h e  f a l s e  teacher .  
How s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  t h e  Apost le  p u t s  t h e  f i n g e r  
on t h e  source  of f a l s e  t eache r s \ e r suas ion ,  It 
is  simprly humn pr ide .  a ~ ~ d q o ~ a ~  means b l o m  up 
o r  i n f l a t e d  wi th  a v a i n  opin ion  s f  h i s  own knowl- 
edge, Allow m e  t o  d i g r e s s  wfth t h i s  p a r e n t h e t i c a l  
observat ion:  (One time 6 s a t  i n  on a d ia logue  
given pub l i c ly  where t h e  teaching  of evo lu t ion  w a s  
i n  debate,  The one person was a s c i e n t i s t  who has 
devoted h i s  l i f e  t o  defending t h e  s c r i p t u r a l  $ ru th  
a s  presented i n  Genesis one, two, and elsewhere, 
The o t h e r  was a proponent of t h e i s t i c  evo lu t i sn ,  
t h e  kind 1 l i k e  t o  c a l l  t h e  "give God a break and 
l e t  him play along theory."  A t  one po in t  i n  the  
dialogue t h e  t h e i s t i c  e v o l u t i o n i s t  r e a l l y  t ipped  
h i s  hand, when he dec lared:  "If you could only 
see the  results of experiments with f r u i t  f l i es , "  
MY EXPERIMENTS. And t h a t  is where the whole t roub le  
l ay  w f t h  t h i s  mw. walking i n  darkness,  M ! )  

To t h i s  Paul  adds t he  fu r ther  indictment  s f  "under- 
s tanding  which conveys the  concept 09 one 
who has been bl inded by h%s b l a t a n t  esncef.t, Haw 
t r u e  t h a t  concei tedness and s i l l y  imsrance o f t e n  
go hand i n  hand, h d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a maw may 
e x h i b i t  a Ph,D, and o t h e r  a s s o r t e d  t i t l e s  which 
would i n v i t e  hman  recogn i t ion ,  makes no impres- 
s i o n  upon t h e  t r u e  God a t  a l l ,  Such persons as 
descr ibed  even become weird i n  t h e  very mechanics 
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of t h e i r  defense of t h e  falsehoods which they 
would defend and promote, Blindness i s  never  
recognized a s  such on t h e  p a r t  of t hose  whom t h e  
Apost le  desc r ibes ,  Questionings and b a t t l e s  about 
words suggest  p l a i n  nonsense, 

The Apost le  now proceeds t o  t h e  e f f e c t s  of such 
f a l s e  teaching ,  These miserable products  of envy, 
s t r i f e ,  blasphemies, wicked suspic ions ,  i r r i t a -  
t i o n s ,  are f i r s t  of a l l  comon among and t o  those  
who a r e  blown up wi th  t h e i r  own importance. And 
of course they promulgate t h e  same among those  
whom they  a r e  a b l e  t o  subver t .  It is very l i k e l y  
t h a t  Paul  o r i g i n a l l y  had t h e  Judaiz ing  t eache r s  
i n  view, f o r  they were indeed p a s t  masters  a t  t h e  
a r t  of what one cornenta tor  has  c a l l e d  sublime 
nonsense. W e  on our  part ,however,  have t o  be on 
our  guard Pes t  we suppose o r ,  worse y e t ,  endorse 
t h e  i d e a  that a l l  t heo log ica l  controversy is a 
do t ing  about ques t ions  and s t r i f e  of words which 
Bs se d e s t r u c t i v e  and hence t o  be avoided, 
The i a d z t m e n t  h e r e  is of those  who work o u t s i d e  
the ftarnework of and con t ra ry  t o  S c r i p t u r a l  doc- 
trine. I n  our  modern day w e  a r e  reminded of t h e  
b l a t a n t  nonsense propounded by t h e  exponents of 
s i t u a t i o n  e thPcs ,  and t h e  va in  at tempt of many t o  
conform t h e i r  "'doctrine" to every movement on t h e  
s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  scene, 

W e  are t o l d  t h a t  i t  is  on s l ende r  t e x t u a l  grounds 
t h a t  w e  have t h e  concluding admonition of Paul :  
"From such withdraw yourse l f . "  Modern ve r s ions  
omit it,  W e  might r e f l e c t  t h a t  whether o r  no t  i t  
is an f n t e r p o l a t i o n  is  not  t h a t  important ,  The 
thought is hard ly  con t ra ry  e i t h e r  t o  t h e  context  
o r  t h e  genera l  t h r u s t  of t h e  e p i s t l e ,  Verse two 
concluded wi th  t h e  admonition "these t h i n g s  keep 
teaching  and urging,"  It would hard ly  seem un- 
n a t u r a l  t o  conclude he re  wi th  "from such withdraw 

yourse l f . "  That such would t r y  t o  in f luence  
Timothy o r  such a s  us  is q u i t e  apparent .  

FOOD FOR THOUGHT DISCUSSION : 

The cons tant  s tudy of d o c t r i n e  a s  a safeguard 
a g a i n s t  pe rve r t ing  in f luences ,  and t h e  a c t i v e  de- 
f ense  of t h e  t r u t h  i n  response t o  t h e  Apost le ' s  
admonition, 

With your permission I: j u s t  have t o  add t h e  follow- 
i n g  addenda t o  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  m e n  we a r e  SO l i t e r -  
a l l y  snowed by d o c t r i n a l  de fec t ion  on every hand, 
how r e f r e s h i n g  t o  come ac ross  a pos tu re  which em- 
phas izes  t h e  iner rancy  of Sc r ip tu re .  I n  my genera l  
s tudy I ran across t h e  fol lowing c l a s s i c a l  defense 
s f  t h e  Mosaic a u t h m s h i p  s f  t h e  Pentateuch, The 
immediate r e fe rence  i s  t o  John 5 ~ 4 6 .  I quote:  
"'He wrote'  - ~ o s e s l  L e t  t h e  c r i t i c s  who r epud ia t e  
t h e  Mosaic au thorship  of t h e  b n t a t e u c h  face t h i s  
a u t h o r i t a t i v e  d e c l a r a t i o n  of J e s u s ,  P t  is  worth 
more than a l l  t h e  so-cal led ' r e sea rch '  t h a t  has 
ever  been put  f o r t h  and i t  stands over against  these 
c r i t i c s  a s  Moses over aga ins t  t h e s e  J e w s ,  as 'he 
t h a t  accuses %hem.' Nowhere d i d  Hoses not  write of 
Jesus .  Nor d i d  Moses a l s o  w r i t e  c f  Jesus; fo r  the  
whole center and substance of w h a t  he wrate i s  
Jesus. The entire twenty-five eenturi-es w i t h  which 
he deals he views i n  re la t ion  to t he  Messiah, Ever 
and always f a i t h  i n  the  Coming One dec ides  the  f a t e  
of man. Great th ings  he touches on s l i g h t l y ,  and 
l i t t l e  th ings ,  d ry  genealogies, small occurrences 
i n  t h e  l ives of t h e  patriarchs, be describes a t  
length ,  because these have a bear ing  on t h e  Messiah. 
From the  s t o r y  of e r e a t i o n  onward, through a l l  the  
fol lowing h i s t o r y ,  ceremony, prophecy, and promise,  
H e  i s  ever  i n  t h e  mind of Moses. Moses i n  person - 
and i n  o f f i c e  i s  even himself a type  of the  Mediator 
t o  come. A l l  t h i s  t h e  Jews of J e s u s '  day d i d  not  
be l i eve ,  nor  do t he  J e w s  b e l i e v e  i t  today. And t h i s  
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Jewish unbel ie f  has  been adopted by thousands of 
o t h e r s  who wi th  t h e  J e w s  count i t  t h e  very  he igh t  
of Bib le  knowledge, '' 

And the o t h e r  po r t ion  of the addenda i s  i n  con- 
trast  t o  t h e  id iocy  of men who subvert  t h e  s c r i p -  
tural t r u t h .  Some time ago a t  t h e  Lincoln High 
School a t  Thief River F a l l s ,  Minnesota, it w a s  my 
p r i v i l e g e  and p leasu re  t o  hear D r .  John Moore of 
Michigan State University, co-author of the anti- 
evolu t ionary  textbook, "A Search f o r  Order i n  
Complexity.'' This former e v o l u t i o n i s t  and more 
r e c e n t l y  converted man gave one of t h e  most 
b e a u t i f u l  and e f f e c t i v e  t e s t imon ia l s  t o  t h e  re -  
l i a b i l i t y  of S c r i p t u r e  i n  a l l  t h i n g s  s c i e n t i f i c  
which I have ever  heard,  Moreover, he  wi th  an 
e l e c t r i f y i n g  r a p i d i t y  f i e l d e d  any ques t ions  
t h r u s t  a t  him by s k e p t i c s  i n  t h e  audience with- 
out  i n  any way renouncing t h e  humil i ty  of a con- 
cerned and compassionate c h i l d  of God. %t was 
s o  r e f r e s h i n g  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  h e r e  f o r  once s tood 
a recognized man of sc i ence ,  a profound scho la r  
i n  his own r i g h t ,  speaking t o  people who f o r  yea r s  
have been hoodwinked and brainwashed i n t o  th ink ing  
t h a t  only such men as s tand  on t h e  s i d e  of opposi- 
tion ta the sacred  re~spd have any c a l l  o r  author-  
ity t o  speak of things s c i e n t i f i c .  Our ch i ld ren  
ought t o  be taught  t h a t  you cannot t r u s t  an uncon- 
ve r t ed  man, no ma t t e r  how g r e a t  h i s  background i n  
e a r t h l y  l ea rn ing ,  

Verse 6 

Now godl iness  toge the r  w i t h  contentment i s  
a g r e a t  means of ga in ,  

A new paragraph is  suggested a t  t h i s  po in t  simply 
because Paul  i s  d i scuss ing  d i f f e r e n t  groups. Be 
has  f i n i s h e d  h i s  d i s c u s s i ~ n  regard ing  those  who a r e  
teaching  d i f f e r i n g  d o c t r i n e s ;  he  s t i l l  has  two . 

f u r t h e r  groups about whom he deems i t  necessary t o  
say something, These a r e  those  who in tend  t o  be 
r i c h  (w. 6-16] and those  who a r e  r i c h  (we 17-19). 

The E G O E B E C C X ~  godl iness ,  of which Paul  he re  speaks 
and i n  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  p laces  i n  t h i s  e p i s t l e  ac- 
t u a l l y  has  a broader meaning than  a s a n c t i f i e d  
response on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  b e l i e v e r .  It embraces 
t h e  t o t a l  espousal  of t h e  C h r i s t i a n  r e l i g i o n  to-  
ge ther  wi th  those  responses which a r e  worked by 
t h e  Holy S p i r i t  i n  every a r e a  of C h r i s t i a n  l i v i n g  
and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  The word a 6 ~ 6 p n ~ ~ a  which we 
rendered contentment, s i g n i f i e s  t h e  inward condi- 
t i o n  of competency and s u f f i c i e n c y  f e l t  by t h e  
b e l i e v e r  i n  t h e  possession of such amount of secu- 
l a r  t h ings  a s  w i l l  support  l i f e ,  whi le  t h e  g r e a t  
work of regenera t ion  c a r r i e s  on i n  t h e  s o u l .  That 
t h e  a p o s t l e  has t h i s  i n  mind becomes t h e  more 
apparent  i n  t h e  succeeding ve r ses .  Therefore,  
t h e  contentment has  i t s  b a s i s  not i n  what t h i s  o r  
t h a t  person might suppose o r  p r e s c r i b e  a s  s u f f i -  
c iency,  but  i n  t h a t  which i s  a c t u a l l y  necessary 
f o r  t h e  mere purposes of l i f e  i n  r e fe rence  t o  
another  world, So, i f  a man have t h e  l i f e  of God 
i n  h i s  sou l ,  and j u s t  a s u f f i c i e n c y  of food and 
c lo th ing  t o  s u s t a i n  and preserve  and not  burden 
l i f e ,  he has  what God c a l l s  g r e a t  ga in ,  an abun- 
dant  por t ion .  The ga in  is  however a c t u a l l y  de- 
r ived  Exom t h e  inward peace and s a t i s f a c t i o n  of 
t h e  s o u l ,  W e  a l s o  t ake  no te  Row t h i s  a t t i t u d e  
and a c t u a l  pos tu re  of t h e  b e l i e v e r ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  
t h e  be l i ev ing  pas to r  i s  i n  sha rpes t  c o n t r a s t  t o  
t h e  mercenary pos tu re  of t h e  f a l s e  t eache r s  a l luded  
t o  i n  t h e  previous v e r s e ,  

Verse 7 

For not  a t h i n g  d i d  we b r ing  i n t o  t h e  world, 
because n e i t h e r  a r e  we a b l e  t o  b r ing  a 
t h i n g  out .  
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Ie  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  no te  t h a t  Seneca, who was a 
contemporary s f  St, P a u l ,  has some sayings which 
almost read vexhatfm w i t h  t h i s  of the  Apost le ,  W e  
a r e  neieher su rp r i sed  nor shocked at t h i s .  For i f  
the natural ,  unconverted man uses s o  much as the 
head God see sn  h i s  shsulders ,  he can discover the 
t r u t h  of  a p i t h y  say ing  like Zhis as w e l l  as t h e  
b e l i e v e r ,  But $here i s  a vast  d i f f e r e n c e ,  The 
unbeliever does not learn anything from t h i s ,  and 
dses  w s t  p r o f i t  from the  knowledge, and dses  not  
act Gpan i t  esnstructively, Now someone might 
p r o t e s t  and say: r g B ~ t  what about t h e  s t o i c  ph i l -  
osophers and their d i s c i p l e s ,  and what about the 
modern-day worl.dly goods 'kenounce-niks" who are 
eontent to l ive  i n  a comunal s t y  on t h e  b a r e s t  of 
n e c e s s i t i e s ? "  What about them? Big deal!  A l l  
they demonstrate i s  t h a t  a man m y  nurse  a d  develop 
his se l f - r igh teous  i d e a s  on how t o  make an impres- 
s i o n  on men and God t o  a remarkable degree,  But God 
i s  t o t a l l y  unimpressed, even though t h e  f r u s t r a t e d  
Baughters of some wealthy people may be enchanted, 
The po in t  is  that t h e  c h i l d  of God makes a s a n c t i f i e d  
use of t h e  apos t le"  observa t ion ,  Therefore Paul  
en larges  upon the thought i n  t h e  next  v e r s e ,  

Verse 8 

.Now having n o w i s b e n t  and e sve r ings ,  w i th  
t h e s e  w e  w i l l  be con ten t ,  

1% i s  not  out  of l i n e  t o  r e f l e c t  t h a t  the word 
o x ~ x & o ~ a . r a ,  which w e  t r a n s l a t e  coverfngs,  need not  
be restricted t o  c lo th ing .  It may a l s o  r e f e r  t o  
what you and I c a l l  "rospf over your headeH Ps r  
people of God, inc luding  our se lves ,  who our l i f e -  
long have indeed been exposed t o  and i n  t h e  posses- 
s i o n  of f a r  more t h a t  t ha t  of which t h e  a p o s t l e  
speaks,  it may even seem as though w e  could never 
a d j u s t  t o  e i t h e r  a proper  understanding o r  appre- 
c i a t i o n ,  o r  r e a c t i o n  t o  what t h e  holy w r i t e r  i s  

- 36 - 

here  t r y i n g  t o  ge t  ac ross ,  For our comfort- let 
us remember t h a t  t h e  a p o s t l e  himself was not  
speaking from the  vantage po in t  of having himself 
l i v e d  out  a l l  of h i s  e a r t h l y  days i n  a condi t ion  
of having t h e  bare  n e c e s s i t i e s  of bodi ly  suppor t ,  
a l though of course t h e r e  w e r e  t imes when he had 
f a r  less than t h a t ,  What he i s  t r y i n g  t o  do is  
g e t  ac ross  what kind of S p i r i t  provoked a t t i t u d e  
t h e  b e l i e v e r  seeks  a f t e r ,  no mat te r  h a t  amount of 
e a r t h l y  goods God may s e e  f i t  t o  bestow, 

Verse 9 

But they who in t end  t o  be r ich  keep f a l l i n g  
i n t o  temptat ion and a sna re  and many thought- 
l e s s  and h u r t f u l  l u s t s  such a s  s i n k  men i n  
d e s t r u c t i o n  and p e r d i t i o n ,  

oc  6~ $ O U X ~ ~ E V O L  EAOUTELV.  The words a r e  emphatic 
and r e f e r  t o  persons who a r e  determined t o  g e t  
r i c h e s ;  who make t h e i r  ob jec t  and aim i n  l i f e  t o  
become r i c h ;  who l i v e  t o  ge t  money; who ge t  a l l  
they can, save a l l  they can, and keep a l l  they 
g e t ;  and y e t  apprehensive of no danger because 
they seek t o  be r i c h  by honest  means; f o r  i t  i s  
l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  a p o s t l e  does not  r e f e r  t o  those  
who wish t o  g e t  r i c h e s  by robbery, plunder ,  ex- 
t o r t i o n ,  e t c ,  S i g n i f i c a n t l y  some manuscripts add 
t o  the word temptat ion,  T ~ U  6~a@dAou,  of t h e  d e v i l ,  
It is  s f  course  i n  consequence of t h e  temptat ion 
of t h e  d e v i l  t h a t  such persons have determined t o  
be r i c h ;  t h i s  t e q t a t i o n  once rece ived ,  o t h e r s  
quickly  succeed; and when they have been taken in 
by t h e  tempta t ion  of t h e  then  they d r i n k  
i n  a thousand temptat ions t o  t h e  means; and a l l  
t h e s e  l ead  them i n t o  a&yida, an unforseen trap. 
E ~ ~ L S  s i g n i f i e s  a n e t ,  t r a p ,  g i n ,  sna re ,  o r  p i t  
dug i n  t h e  ground - you name it  - f i l l e d  wi th  sharp  
s t a k e s  and sp ikes ,  and s l i g h t l y  covered over;  so  
t h a t  when a man o r  animal s t e p s  upon i t ,  he  tumbles 



Ie  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  no te  t h a t  Seneca, who was a 
contemporary s f  St, P a u l ,  has some sayings which 
almost read vexhatfm w i t h  t h i s  of the  Apost le ,  W e  
a r e  neieher su rp r i sed  nor shocked at t h i s .  For i f  
the natural ,  unconverted man uses s o  much as the 
head God see sn  h i s  shsulders ,  he can discover the 
t r u t h  of  a p i t h y  say ing  like Zhis as w e l l  as t h e  
b e l i e v e r ,  But $here i s  a vast  d i f f e r e n c e ,  The 
unbeliever does not learn anything from t h i s ,  and 
dses  w s t  p r o f i t  from the  knowledge, and dses  not  
act Gpan i t  esnstructively, Now someone might 
p r o t e s t  and say: r g B ~ t  what about t h e  s t o i c  ph i l -  
osophers and their d i s c i p l e s ,  and what about the 
modern-day worl.dly goods 'kenounce-niks" who are 
eontent to l ive  i n  a comunal s t y  on t h e  b a r e s t  of 
n e c e s s i t i e s ? "  What about them? Big deal!  A l l  
they demonstrate i s  t h a t  a man m y  nurse  a d  develop 
his se l f - r igh teous  i d e a s  on how t o  make an impres- 
s i o n  on men and God t o  a remarkable degree,  But God 
i s  t o t a l l y  unimpressed, even though t h e  f r u s t r a t e d  
Baughters of some wealthy people may be enchanted, 
The po in t  is  that t h e  c h i l d  of God makes a s a n c t i f i e d  
use of t h e  apos t le"  observa t ion ,  Therefore Paul  
en larges  upon the thought i n  t h e  next  v e r s e ,  

Verse 8 

.Now having n o w i s b e n t  and e sve r ings ,  w i th  
t h e s e  w e  w i l l  be con ten t ,  

1% i s  not  out  of l i n e  t o  r e f l e c t  t h a t  the word 
o x ~ x & o ~ a . r a ,  which w e  t r a n s l a t e  coverfngs,  need not  
be restricted t o  c lo th ing .  It may a l s o  r e f e r  t o  
what you and I c a l l  "rospf over your headeH Ps r  
people of God, inc luding  our se lves ,  who our l i f e -  
long have indeed been exposed t o  and i n  t h e  posses- 
s i o n  of f a r  more t h a t  t ha t  of which t h e  a p o s t l e  
speaks,  it may even seem as though w e  could never 
a d j u s t  t o  e i t h e r  a proper  understanding o r  appre- 
c i a t i o n ,  o r  r e a c t i o n  t o  what t h e  holy w r i t e r  i s  

- 36 - 

here  t r y i n g  t o  ge t  ac ross ,  For our comfort- let 
us remember t h a t  t h e  a p o s t l e  himself was not  
speaking from the  vantage po in t  of having himself 
l i v e d  out  a l l  of h i s  e a r t h l y  days i n  a condi t ion  
of having t h e  bare  n e c e s s i t i e s  of bodi ly  suppor t ,  
a l though of course t h e r e  w e r e  t imes when he had 
f a r  less than t h a t ,  What he i s  t r y i n g  t o  do is  
g e t  ac ross  what kind of S p i r i t  provoked a t t i t u d e  
t h e  b e l i e v e r  seeks  a f t e r ,  no mat te r  h a t  amount of 
e a r t h l y  goods God may s e e  f i t  t o  bestow, 

Verse 9 

But they who in t end  t o  be r ich  keep f a l l i n g  
i n t o  temptat ion and a sna re  and many thought- 
l e s s  and h u r t f u l  l u s t s  such a s  s i n k  men i n  
d e s t r u c t i o n  and p e r d i t i o n ,  

oc  6~ $ O U X ~ ~ E V O L  EAOUTELV.  The words a r e  emphatic 
and r e f e r  t o  persons who a r e  determined t o  g e t  
r i c h e s ;  who make t h e i r  ob jec t  and aim i n  l i f e  t o  
become r i c h ;  who l i v e  t o  ge t  money; who ge t  a l l  
they can, save a l l  they can, and keep a l l  they 
g e t ;  and y e t  apprehensive of no danger because 
they seek t o  be r i c h  by honest  means; f o r  i t  i s  
l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  a p o s t l e  does not  r e f e r  t o  those  
who wish t o  g e t  r i c h e s  by robbery, plunder ,  ex- 
t o r t i o n ,  e t c ,  S i g n i f i c a n t l y  some manuscripts add 
t o  the word temptat ion,  T ~ U  6~a@dAou,  of t h e  d e v i l ,  
It is  s f  course  i n  consequence of t h e  temptat ion 
of t h e  d e v i l  t h a t  such persons have determined t o  
be r i c h ;  t h i s  t e q t a t i o n  once rece ived ,  o t h e r s  
quickly  succeed; and when they have been taken in 
by t h e  tempta t ion  of t h e  then  they d r i n k  
i n  a thousand temptat ions t o  t h e  means; and a l l  
t h e s e  l ead  them i n t o  a&yida, an unforseen trap. 
E ~ ~ L S  s i g n i f i e s  a n e t ,  t r a p ,  g i n ,  sna re ,  o r  p i t  
dug i n  t h e  ground - you name it  - f i l l e d  wi th  sharp  
s t a k e s  and sp ikes ,  and s l i g h t l y  covered over;  so  
t h a t  when a man o r  animal s t e p s  upon i t ,  he  tumbles 



in, and is taken OP des t royed ,  Such a snare is 
ehat into which those xgh~ will be rich must neces- 
s a r i l y  f a l l .  But who will believe this? 

AS A PMCTIGAL REFLECTION: 

Bow t r u e  it 2s tha t  DbabsH~s  mrks t h i s  tae- 
t i c  on everybody wdghout exception, Be even had 
the s t u p i d i t y  ks t r y  iZ sn our Lord, Have you 
ever watched one sf the give-away shows on the 
tube? Have you ever waeched sowle of the s i l l y  
women go i n t o  an almost ecstat ic  f renzy  at the 
sight o f  a l l  the goodies  which n igh t  be had? 
Nave you seen how they hang on t he  long-suffering 
MC and smo~hesr him with kisses) if ekey w i n  some- 
th ing?  Have you also naeieed hew the  NC lusts 
af ter  the Dore at tract ive ones, but  p a t i e n t l y  
bea r s  up under the  hang%ng-on of t he  r e s t ,  though 
he f a i n  would make a has ty  escape? Have you also 
not iced  how Diabolos l i k e s  t o  p l ace  you v i c a r i o u s l y  
i n t o  the p o s i t i o n  of t h e  r e c e i v e r ,  and how attrac- 
t i v e  t he  idea of t h e  new c a r  o r  vaca t ion  i n  Hawaii 
becomes? I am t o l d  that.  some of these  people l eave  
r a t h e r  c r e s t f a l l e n  a f t e r  the IRS man Bas confronted 
them a t  &he s t u d i o  e x i t :  h d  how t r u e  it i s  t ha t  
al though s o m e  i n  the mad p u r s u i t  of r i c h e s  make t he  
grade, but  8thers beat t h e i r  brains o u t ,  f o r f e i t  
t h e i r  souls, and never even g&t t o  first base ,  

Now came% tha t  verse. T h i s  i s  t h a t  verse I n  Scr ip-  
t u r e  which a o r e  of ten  has been misquoted, and which 
has been more misunderstood than many another ,  o r  
perhaps any e t h e r  i n  the e n t i r e  Bible: 

Verse 10 

For root  s f  a l l  e v i l s  is t h e  love  sf anoney 
which some a s p i r i n g  to were made to wander 
away from t h e  f a i t h  and d i d  p i e r c e  them- 
s e l v e s  wi th  many ga ins .  

Bow many times have you no t  heard this quoted: 
" Y e s )  money is the  root  of a l l  evil." T h i s  i s  
sheer nonsense, Money pe r  se i s  n o t  the  r o o t  of 
anything, which may r e a d i l y  be  de~cnsi r ra ted.  L e t  
u s  say tha t  un an i s land you have a p i l e  o f  s o l i d  

1 gold bars. T h i s  pile is t h i r t y  feet square and 
f o r t y  f e e t  high. And rlow l e t  us a l s o  say t h a t  no 

\ l~uaan being ever sets fooe on thae i s l and ,  or  
ever h a w s  tha t  the p2Pe of gold sits there, 
Depe~dent  upon bow long  Gad l e t s  this wicked 
world stand, t he  p i l e  a f  gsLd map indeed r emin  
a t  i x s  location till Judgment Day wtthout  s ign i f -  
icantly d e t e r i o r a t i n g .  BUT, j u s t  give some humaa 
being even an inkling that the gold is there, and 
the mad chase I s  on, And give several human 
beings an inkling t h a t  i t  i s  there,  and they will 
beat their poor bodies until o l d  age i n  the  mad 
quest f o r  the  gold,  and they will murder each 
o the r  i f  they  ge t  i n  each other's way. If there 
are animals on the island, they w i l l  not even 
touch the gold,  f o r  i t  i s  q u i t e  i n e d i b l e ,  and 
r a t h e r  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  f o r  nesting materials and 
whatever, b u t  t o  s i n f u l  humans it i s  something 
e l s e .  Now we are ready t o  concentrate upon t h a t  
which Paul s p e l l s  outO 

One Bib l e  scholar has suggested - and I am inclined 
to go along w i t h  him - that t he  proper  reading of 
t h i s  passage i s ,  "For the  reot of a l l  these evils  
is  t he  love  of money." Then the Apost le  is saying 
t ha t  the  love of money i s  the  roo t  sf  the evf ls  s f  
which he kas been speaking. T h i s  does make sense; 
f o r  although t he  love o f  money might be associated 
wi th  the temptation t o  adu l t e ry ,  i t  might also 
have no connection d t h  such s i n  whatsoever, j u s t  
as an example, But the  coveting af ter  mosey, as  
Pau l  s o  p e r t i n e n t l y  points ou t ,  t h j s  ~ P E ~ ~ ~ E V O L  

I 

I insa t iab ly  d e s i r i n g ,  has caused many t o  totally 
err and m k e  a most f a ta l  and ruinous depa r tu re  i: 

i, from the r e l i g i o n  of Chr is t .  And of course a t  the 
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same time they n e p ~ & n ~ ~ p a v ,  t h a t  i s ,  t r a n s f i x  
themselves i n  every par t  wi th  t h e  cursed pa ins  
of t h e i r  f a t a l  f a l l .  This i s  an  a l l u s i o n  t o  t h e  
pagida, t h e  sna res ,  of v e r s e  9 ,  where a ho le  is 
dug i n  t h e  e a r t h ,  f i l l e d  f u l l  of sharp s t a k e s ,  
and being s l i g h t l y  covered over wi th  t u r f ,  i s  
not  perceived;  and whatever s t e p s  on i t  f a l l s  i n ,  
and is pierced  through and through wi th  these  
sharp  s t akes ,  the 6 6 3 v a ~ ~  ~oXXcrCs,the many t o r -  
ments mentioned by Paul ,  

AGAIN BY WAY OF PIRPaCTICAL REFLECTION: 

How t r u e  i t  is  t h a t  t h e  downfall  of many an 
e r s t w h i l e  fol lower of Jesus  Chr i s t  may be marked 
from t h a t  t i m e  when he f i r s t  began t o  g e t  ahead 
i n  t h i s  world, o r  from t h a t  t i m e  when he  f i r s t  
k g a n  t o  " s t r i k e  i t  r i ch . "  For then  it was t h a t  
Diabolos s h i f t e d  h i s  a t t a c k s  i n t o  over-drive, 
promising ever  more weal th,  ever  more p r e s t i g e  
wi th  i t ,  ever  more success ,  ever  more independence, 
ever  more of everything,  h d  p r e t t y  soon he has  
exchanged t h e  t r u e  God of s a l v a t i o n  f o r  t h e  f a l s e  
god of t h i s  world, 

Verses 11-12! 

But. you, 0 man s f  God, flee these th ings :  
And pursue r ighteousness ,  god11%sess, faith, 
Lave, pa t i ence ,  neehess: B e  a contestant  
i n  the noble contest f o r  the f a i t h :  Lay 
hold o f  the  eternal life, in$s  which yau 
w e r e  called and d id  confess i n  the presence 
of many witnesses: 

Timothy and, of course by inference a11 &hose en- 
gaged in the pastoral  o f f i c e ,  i s  called Wan of 
GodfP i n  the  d i s t i nc t i ve  sense  that he has chosen 
God f o r  h i s  p o r t i o n  i n  l i f e ,  and seeks a c i t y  
which has foundations, Past ing foundat ions,  bzhose 

- b u i l d e r  is  the l i v ing  God, 

H e  Is admonished t o  f lee t he  love s f  money Qehese 
th ings )  in t h e  sense of escaping w i t h  h i s  l i f e ,  It 
may shock our  s e n s i t i v i t y  somewhat t o  l e a r n  t h a t  
p a s t o r s  may a l s o  be addie ted  t o  t h e  love  of money; 
and we may even wonder how this can be poss ib l e ,  
see ing  t h a t  they  do no t  f ind themselves i n  t h e  pos- 
session of grea% m o u n t s  of goods. With them how- 
ever  it is no$ n e c e s s a r i l y  d i f f e r e n t  than i t  is w i t h  

And f u r t h e r ,  Ysu do no t  have t o  be a success i n  o t h e r s ,  f o r  add ic t ion  t o  t h e  love  of money is nei-  

t h e  love  s f  money and t h e  p u r s u i t  of money i n  t h e r  dependent upon t h e  amount sf it which one pos- 

o rde r  t o  success fu l ly  a t t a i n  t o  e t e r n a l  damnation. s e s s e s ,  nor the prospect  of coming i n t o  possession 

A s  r e f e r r e d  t o  e a r l i e r ,  most of t hose  engaged i n  s f  it, mere such a d d i c t i o n  prevails an t he  p a r t  of 

t h e  mad p u r s u i t  of c r e a t u r e  comforts which weal th a pas to r ,  i t  I s  obvious t h a t  both he and h i s  f lock 

produces, never make t h e  grade,  but  they do make WEPI s u f f e r  as a consequence o f  i t .  

t h e  grade which causes them t o  l o s e  t h e i r  s o u l s ,  
T h i s  temptat ion comes t o  a l l ,  Bow o f t e n  have you 
heard a man say: ''9 r e a l l y  wouPd not  want t o  be 
r i c h ;  X j u s t  would want enough t o  g e t  a long com- 
f o r t a b l y .  Besides look how much more I could 
g ive  t o  t h e  churches'  And t h e  answer is: " ~ a y b e  
you then  could g ive  more, bu t  t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  is  
t h a t  you would g ive  l e s s  than  you g ive  now, because 
i t  would then  t ake  more t o  keep you comfortable 
according t o  your new s tandard  of l i v ing . "  

Rather he is urged to follow af ter  rfghteousmess, 
The r ighteousness  here designated is  not t he  r igh t -  
eousness imputed by the grace of Gad through Chr i s t ,  
but it %s that which we def ine  i a  theslog%cal temf- 
nology as the namely the p u r s u i t  
s f  upr ightness  and j u s e i c e  i n  our dea l ings  with men, 
The former r ighteousness ,  t h e  i s  
not  progress ive .  Hk is conple te .  The l a t t e r  r i g h t -  
eousness I s  progress ive ,  i nc lud ing  progress  in a14 
t he  C h r i s t i a n  v i r t u e s  and good works, 
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Godliness is p r a c t i c a l l y  i d e n t i f i a b l e  a s  t h e  same 
q u a l i t y ,  but  wi th  emphasis upon a thorough con- 
formity t o  t h e  image of God and t h e  mind of Chr i s t .  

We would presume t h a t  faith should have been men- 
t ioned  f i r s t ,  namely s i n c e  i t  i s  product ive  of 
r ighteousness  and godl iness ,  It is my own persua- 
s i o n  t h a t  it he re  bea r s  t h e  connotat ion of t h a t  

t o  t h e  g i f t s  which one has  rece ived  and 
t h e  o f f i c e  which has been placed i n  ones t r u s t .  
That f i d e l i t y  of course i s  produced by f a i t h  i n  
Chr i s t  Jesus  and a l l  t h a t  He bas spoken, 

Love is ,  i n  s h o r t ,  love  t o  God, and love  toward 
a l l  mankind. 

Pa t ience  i s  not  t h a t  which has been described i n  
t h e  "Devil ' s  Dict ionary" thus :  "A minor form of 
despa i r  disgtllised a s  a  virtue,'"aatience is  t h e  
t ak ing  of t r i a l s  and a f f l i c t i o n s  i n  s t r i d e  a s  a  
r e s u l t  of t h e  deepest  inward persuasion t h a t  God 
b o w s  what H e  i s  doing, 

Meekness i s  a bearing-up wrlth an even mind under 
a l l  a d v e r s i t i e s  and con t rad ic t ions .  The S c r i p t u r e  
speaks of Moses a s  having been t h e  meekest of a l l  
men. And y e t  Moses could never compare wi th  t h e  
Savior  Himself i n  H i s  sacred  example, 1 would 
however l i k e  t o  emphasize t h a t  meekness i s  not  t o  
be confused wi th  i r r e s o l u t i o n  o r  weakness, This  
is t h e  concept which t h e  worldly have of m e e h e s s ,  
The world a t  once g e t s  t h e  p i c t u r e  of t h e  milque- 
t o a s t  man, And i t  a t  the  same time desp i ses  t h i s  
image, Moses f o r  s u r e  was not  t h a t  kind of man, 
Nor w a s  our  Lord i n  H i s  m in i s t ry  t h a t  kind of man. 
Witness how meekly He d e a l t  w i th  H i s  opponents i n  
t r y i n g  t o  l ead  them t o  t h e  knowledge of t h e  t r u t h ,  
a s  may be noted i n  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  chapters  of 
Sa in t  John (seven, e i g h t ,  e t c . ) ,  where He t r i e d  
wi th  such pa t i ence  t o  g e t  i n t o  t h e i r  heads and 

and h e a r t s  t h a t  H e  w a s  no$ seeking H i s  o m  glory ,  
but  only doing what H i s  Father had t o l d  H i m  t o  do. 
But wi tness  t h e  c o n t r a s t  when H e  sent  the  low 
csf fe - tab le- type  desks of the money changers on 
t h e  Temple ground f l y i n g  w i t h  a good swift kick, 
Meekness, t r u e  meekness then ,  rather than being 
a s i g n  s f  weakness, is  a s ign s f  inward strength, 
grminent  for i t s  lack o f  p r i d e  and self- 
a s s e r t i v e n e s s ,  

It is interesting t o  note the t r u e  sense of " f igh t  
the good f igh t . "  It rea l ly  means "agonize t h e  
good agony," This  f i gh t  which takes a m n  a p a r t  
i m a r d l y  a s  well as outwardly i s  meant, The main 
of God i s  engaged i n  a contes t  in which woe onLy 
h i s  l i f e  and s o u l  a r e  a t  stake, but  i n  which moue 
important ly t h e  Name,  honor, t r u t h f u l n e s s ,  and 
Gospel of l i f e  of H i s  God a r e  a t  stake, Therefore 
he must l i v e  t h e  Gospel and defend the cause of 
God. W i l l  he be meek I n  t h i s ?  Yes, proper ly  
understood, W i l l  he a t  t h e  same time b e  s t rong?  
Yes, again,  proper ly  understood. And indeed t h i s  
does inc lude  t h e  unmsking  of hypocr i t e s ,  t h e  
expubsion of t h e  p r o f l i g a t e s ,  t h e  purging and 
bu i ld ing  of t h e  Church of God, a l l  exemplified 
by a g r i v a t e  l i f e  and pub l i c  life i n  c sn fom%ty  
wi th  the  s p i r i t  of t rue  r e l i g ion ,  and t h e  g iv ing  
of himself wholly to this work. It may make us 
shudder t o  look a t  ou r se lves  i n  t h i s  respect, 
but  we s h a l l  come out  the  b e t t e r  by way of re- 
pentance and %ruse  as a r e s u l t  of having taken a 
good 1e-tok.o 

Lay hold upon eternal l i f e ,  A1P  s f  this w e  no te  
i s  an a l l u s i o n  t o  t h e  exe rc i se s  o r  c o n t e s t s  i n  
t h e  pub l i c  Grecian g m e s :  F i g h t ,  conquer, and 
s e i z e  upon t h e  p r i z e ;  carry o f f  t h e  crsm o f  
e t e r n a l  l i f e ,  The Apost le  Paul  t o o  was a meek 
man, bu t  decidedly an aggress ive  s c r a p p e r . a s  w e l l ,  
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you have been c a l l e d .  You know t h e  
st have had an i n t e n s e  f a m i l i a r i t y  wi th  

L 

$he anc ien t  a t h l e t i c  c o n t e s t s .  W e  m k e  nothing 
of t h i s  o u t s i d e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he drew from them 
some important s p i r i t u a l  a l l u s i o n s ,  The p i c t u r e  
i s  t h i s :  The con tes t an t  has been c a l l e d  i n t o  t h e  
p a l a e s t r a ;  he has been a s  one s u i t a b l e  
t o  e n t e r  and engage as a n t  a g a i n s t  which- 
ever  an tagon i s t  might be s e l e c t e d ;  i n  t h e  presence 
of many wi tnesses  he has f u l f i l l e d  a19 of t h e  re- 
quirements f o r  e l i g i b i l i t y  of p a r t i c i p a t i o n  accord- 
i n g  t o  t h e  r u l e s  of t h e  management of t h e  stadium, 
The eyes of t h e  packed house a r e  upon him to s e e  
whether o r  not  he  w i l l  g ive a good account 0% 
himself not  only according t o  eke designated r u l e s  
of t h e  contest ,  bu t  a lso according t o  t h e  t r u e  
p o t e n t i a l  of h i s  previous b i l l i n g ,  Real ly q u i t e  
a s t a r t l i n g  p i c t u r e ,  i s n ' t  i&, when appl ied  t o  t h e  
o f f i c e  of t h e  holy minis t ry?  Under these  f i g u r e s  
you can even th ink  of your o rd ina t ion ,  your in-  
s t a l l a t i o n  a t  a p a r t i c u l a r  p a r i s h ,  e t e ,  The only 
th ing  w e  have to watch out  f o r  is t h a t  we do not  
Pask upan our f lock as the antaganise ,  o r  even 
some r e b e l l i o u s  sheep, but  that w e  recognize the  
t r u e  foe of the f l o c k  whom w e  must ba t t l e  and 
overcome w i t h  Word and Sacrament, One cornentator 
i n f e r s  that Timothy  nus st have undergone q u i t e  a 
b i t  of pe r secu t i sn ,  Tn Hebrews 1 3 ~ 2 3  it says: 
"Do you know thamoess brother  Timothy has been 
set at Pi'serrty?" H e  f o r  s u r e  d i d  not get  himself 
i n t o  t r o u b l e  by ducking h i s  warrior  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  
And it  may w e l l  be that t h i s  good eonfess ien  he re  
mentioned refers d i r e c t l y  t o  h i s  conduct under 
f i r e  more than to the profession which he made a t  
his ord ina t ion ,  I f  he was not a mrtyr, f o r  s u r e  
he was a bold confessor ,  W e  are ready then  t o  
proceed, 

Verses 13-14 

I am order ing  you i n  the  s i g h t  of God, t h e  
One genera t ing  l i f e  in everyth ing ,  and 
Chr i s t  J e sus ,  t h e  One who witnessed before  
Pontious B i l a t e  t h e  noble confession,  t h a t  
you guard t h e  commandment s p o t l e s s ,  i r r e -  
proachable, u n t i l  t h e  epiphany of our 
Lord Je sus ,  

This expression,  '2 am o r b r i n g  you,"has t h e  
same meaning a s  in Chapter 5 :2 l .  The Apost le  
would have TimotkigT consider  t h a t  a l l  he  d id  should 
be done a s  i n  t h e  s i g h t  of God, t h e  Father  of t h e  
s p i r i t s  of a l l  f l e s h ;  i n  t h e  s i g h t  of C h r i s t ;  t h e  
Savior of s i n n e r s ,  who purchased t h e  Church wi th  
H i s  own blood; and i n  t h e  s i g h t  of men both of t h e  
f l o c k  whfch h e  served,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  ou t s ide  
world. 

God is c a l l e d  t h e  one who genera tes  l i f e  i n  every- 
th ing .  1 l i k e  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  which one scholar  
he re  makes, He t h i n k s  e s p e c i a l l y  of t h e  resur rec-  
t i o n ,  p u t t i n g  it t h i s  way: "God, who i s  t h e  foun- 
t a i n  of l i f e  and who is t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n ;  and who 
w i l l  raise you up a t  t h e  last  day t o  a l i f e  of 
i n e f f a b l e  g lory ,  w i l l  keep you s a f e ,  i f  you a r e  
f a i t h f u l  unto dea th ,  And should your l i f e  f a l l  
a s a c r i f i c e  t o  t h e  performance of your duty ,  you 
w i l l  s t i l l  be  s a f e ;  f o r  your l i f e  i s  h id  wi th  
Chr i s t  in God, and when H e  who i s  your l i f e  s h a l l  
appear ,  you s h a l l  a l s o  appear wi th  him i n  g lory .  
Your kingdom is  not  of t h i s  world; remember t h a t  
h i s  good confess ion  was made by your Master be- 
f o r e  P i l a t e .  Keep d i sen tag led  from a l l  e a r t h l y  
th ings ,  l i v e  t o  and f o r  God, and a l l  w i l l  be  w e l l , "  

Spec ia l  r e fe rence  I s  made t o  t h e  good confess ion  
of Jesus  be fo re  P i l a t e ,  That confess ion  was t h a t  
Be was t h e  Messiah King; bu t  that: H i s  kingdom was 
not  of t h i s  world, according t o  John 18, 3 6 ,  37. 
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s meant by t h e  comandnent t h a t  Timothy 
should guard? This i s  not  a  r e fe rence  t o  any 
comandment i n  t h e  decalogue. The comandment 
he re  is s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  ENTIRE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST. 
t is l i f e  should a l s o  be agreeable  t o  t h a t  d o c t r i n e  
i n  every r e spec t .  HE SHOULD ADD NOTHING TO THAT 
DOCTRINE OR TA THING AWAY FROM THAT DOCTRINE, 
AND HE SHOULD NOTHING I N  I T .  HE SHOULD 
DELIVER TO HIS SUCCESSORS THE TRUTH AS HE HIMSELF 
HAD RECEIVED IT FROM GOD. I have p r i n t e d  t h i s  i n  
c a p i t a l s  f o r  emphasis. H i s t o r i c a l l y  I be l i eve  
t h a t  every f a l l i n g  away from t h e  t r u t h  through t h e  
c e n t u r i e s  s i n c e  Paul  gave t h f s  s t e r n  cornand has 
been brought about by p a s t o r s  who l e f t  t h e i s  p r i -  
v a t e  s t and  an ssund doc t r ine ,  and then  made propa- 
ganda f o r  t h e i r  f a l s e  d o c t r i n e  among ~ o d ' s  people. 
F a l s e  teaching  of course may a l s o  a r i s e  among t h e  
l a i t y ,  bu$ i n e v i t a b l y  they g e t  t h e  f i r s t  i d e a  f o r  
i t  from some pas to r  who e i t h e r  ignores  o r  chal-  
lenges  t h e  Word of Truth,  That a  s i n f u l  l i f e  
s canda l i zes  sound doc t r ine  i s  j u s t  a s  obvious, b u t  
t h e  emphasis i s  s t i l l  on sound preaching and 
teaching  , 

Sign i f i can tby  Paul  emphasizes t h a t  t h e  w i l l  of 
God i s  t h a t  sound doctrine be promulgated unabated 
tila the Lord's re tu rn ,  t ha t  g r e a t  and f i n a l  ep i -  
phany, g lo r ious  t o  His saints,  t e r r o r i z i n g  ta the  
Pos t ,  Would ts God tha t  every f a i t h f u l  m i n i s t e r  
of the Word i e a d  t h i s  sacred in junct ion  and read 
i t  o f t e n  t h o u g h o u t  h i s  minis t ry!  There i s  nothing,  
bu t  nothing,  which ss upsets  and h inde r s  the de- 
s i g n s  of Satan as adherence t o  ssund d o c t r i n e ,  
merevex and whenever Satan is  given h a l f  a  chance 
ts promulgate any false doetrine, he is  not s a t i s -  
f i e d  u n t i l  he has made h i s  v i c t o r y  complete through 
t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  s f  the heart of t h e  S c r i p t u r e ,  
mSTPFICAT18N THROUGH FAITH IN CHRIST ALONE, I n  
t h e  defense  of sound d o c t r i n e ,  meekness and 

Here Paul g e t s  e c s t a t i c a l l y  c a r r i e d  away i n  the 
words of a  l o f t y  Eulogy,, ,  It i s  w e l l  worth our 
whi le  t o  look a t  t h i s  more cabosely: This  b r ings  
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n i c h  a t  H i s  o m  season H e  will show, the 
blessed God and only Potentate, the  King 
of those r e ign ing  as kings and Lord of 
those r u l i n g  a s  lords, the only One having 
$ . m o r t a l i t y ,  i nhab i t ing  the light inapproach- 
able, whom not  a s i n g l e  man has seen nor  is 
a b l e  t o  see ,  He  t o  whom honor and s t reng th  
e t e r n a l :  h e n ,  

"W$lich a t  His o m  season H e  w i l l  show," Jesus 
will come again  a t  t h e  most proper  t i m e .  I n  our 
theology of eschatology we emphasize t h a t  t h i s  
i s  a time knom t o  Him,  and t o  God a lone ,  and de- 
termined by H i m  and God a lone ,  and t h a t  i t  is  not  
t h e  s u b j e c t  ma t t e r  of hullban specu la t ion .  

Mow t h r i l l i n g  t h e s e  s u p e r l a t i v e  t i t les  f o r  t h e  
g l o r i f i e d  C h r i s t ,  Po ten ta t e  i s  a t i t l e  appl ied  
t~ s e c u l a r  governors,  bu t  t h e  *ole l o t  sf them 
s f  a l l  t i m e  fade  i n t o  i n s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n  the  
presence oE this sne and only Poten ta t e ,  

H e  is i m o r t a l .  A l l  beings t h a t  are not e t e r n a l  
a r e  mutable, Even t h e  ange l s ,  as t h e  Psalm says ,  
do not  fa19 i n t o  this category, for they are not 
e t e r n a l .  

m e l l i n g  i n  t h e  unapproachable l i g h t ,  Such is the 
excess ive  glory of Jesus  Chr i s t  that n e i t h e r  angel  
o r  man can approach i t  i n  t h e  fufness of i ts  
radiance.  



s meant by t h e  comandnent t h a t  Timothy 
should guard? This i s  not  a  r e fe rence  t o  any 
comandment i n  t h e  decalogue. The comandment 
he re  is s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  ENTIRE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST. 
t is l i f e  should a l s o  be agreeable  t o  t h a t  d o c t r i n e  
i n  every r e spec t .  HE SHOULD ADD NOTHING TO THAT 
DOCTRINE OR TA THING AWAY FROM THAT DOCTRINE, 
AND HE SHOULD NOTHING I N  I T .  HE SHOULD 
DELIVER TO HIS SUCCESSORS THE TRUTH AS HE HIMSELF 
HAD RECEIVED IT FROM GOD. I have p r i n t e d  t h i s  i n  
c a p i t a l s  f o r  emphasis. H i s t o r i c a l l y  I be l i eve  
t h a t  every f a l l i n g  away from t h e  t r u t h  through t h e  
c e n t u r i e s  s i n c e  Paul  gave t h f s  s t e r n  cornand has 
been brought about by p a s t o r s  who l e f t  t h e i s  p r i -  
v a t e  s t and  an ssund doc t r ine ,  and then  made propa- 
ganda f o r  t h e i r  f a l s e  d o c t r i n e  among ~ o d ' s  people. 
F a l s e  teaching  of course may a l s o  a r i s e  among t h e  
l a i t y ,  bu$ i n e v i t a b l y  they g e t  t h e  f i r s t  i d e a  f o r  
i t  from some pas to r  who e i t h e r  ignores  o r  chal-  
lenges  t h e  Word of Truth,  That a  s i n f u l  l i f e  
s canda l i zes  sound doc t r ine  i s  j u s t  a s  obvious, b u t  
t h e  emphasis i s  s t i l l  on sound preaching and 
teaching  , 

Sign i f i can tby  Paul  emphasizes t h a t  t h e  w i l l  of 
God i s  t h a t  sound doctrine be promulgated unabated 
tila the Lord's re tu rn ,  t ha t  g r e a t  and f i n a l  ep i -  
phany, g lo r ious  t o  His saints,  t e r r o r i z i n g  ta the  
Pos t ,  Would ts God tha t  every f a i t h f u l  m i n i s t e r  
of the Word i e a d  t h i s  sacred in junct ion  and read 
i t  o f t e n  t h o u g h o u t  h i s  minis t ry!  There i s  nothing,  
bu t  nothing,  which ss upsets  and h inde r s  the de- 
s i g n s  of Satan as adherence t o  ssund d o c t r i n e ,  
merevex and whenever Satan is  given h a l f  a  chance 
ts promulgate any false doetrine, he is  not s a t i s -  
f i e d  u n t i l  he has made h i s  v i c t o r y  complete through 
t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  s f  the heart of t h e  S c r i p t u r e ,  
mSTPFICAT18N THROUGH FAITH IN CHRIST ALONE, I n  
t h e  defense  of sound d o c t r i n e ,  meekness and 

Here Paul g e t s  e c s t a t i c a l l y  c a r r i e d  away i n  the 
words of a  l o f t y  Eulogy,, ,  It i s  w e l l  worth our 
whi le  t o  look a t  t h i s  more cabosely: This  b r ings  
us $0 

Verses 15-16 

n i c h  a t  H i s  o m  season H e  will show, the 
blessed God and only Potentate, the  King 
of those r e ign ing  as kings and Lord of 
those r u l i n g  a s  lords, the only One having 
$ . m o r t a l i t y ,  i nhab i t ing  the light inapproach- 
able, whom not  a s i n g l e  man has seen nor  is 
a b l e  t o  see ,  He  t o  whom honor and s t reng th  
e t e r n a l :  h e n ,  

"W$lich a t  His o m  season H e  w i l l  show," Jesus 
will come again  a t  t h e  most proper  t i m e .  I n  our 
theology of eschatology we emphasize t h a t  t h i s  
i s  a time knom t o  Him,  and t o  God a lone ,  and de- 
termined by H i m  and God a lone ,  and t h a t  i t  is  not  
t h e  s u b j e c t  ma t t e r  of hullban specu la t ion .  

Mow t h r i l l i n g  t h e s e  s u p e r l a t i v e  t i t les  f o r  t h e  
g l o r i f i e d  C h r i s t ,  Po ten ta t e  i s  a t i t l e  appl ied  
t~ s e c u l a r  governors,  bu t  t h e  *ole l o t  sf them 
s f  a l l  t i m e  fade  i n t o  i n s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n  the  
presence oE this sne and only Poten ta t e ,  

H e  is i m o r t a l .  A l l  beings t h a t  are not e t e r n a l  
a r e  mutable, Even t h e  ange l s ,  as t h e  Psalm says ,  
do not  fa19 i n t o  this category, for they are not 
e t e r n a l .  

m e l l i n g  i n  t h e  unapproachable l i g h t ,  Such is the 
excess ive  glory of Jesus  Chr i s t  that n e i t h e r  angel  
o r  man can approach i t  i n  t h e  fufness of i ts  
radiance.  



om not a s i n g l e  man has seen nor i s  a b l e  t o  see.  
Moses himself could see  only t h e  symbol of t h e  
d iv ine  presence; but the  face  of God no man could 
see.  

To whom be honor and s t reng th  e t e r n a l .  A s  t h e  

author of being, and t h e  dispenser of a l l  good, 
t o  H i m  i s  ascribed s o l e  au thor i ty ,  all-pervading, 
al l-superintending,  al l-preserving,  and ever- 
l a s t i n g  might. 

These words of St .  Paul a r e  inimitably sublime. 
It i s  doubtful  whether human language can be 
ca r r i ed  much higher ,  even under t h e  inf luence  
of i n s p i r a t i o n ,  i n  t h e  desc r ip t ion  of t h e  g l o r i -  
f i e d  Chr is t .  And we should remember t h a t  a l l  
t h i s  i s  sa id  not t o  in t imidate  us ,  but t o  e x c i t e  
i n  us  and from us  such kindred p r a i s e s  of our 
marvelous Redeemer a s  our s a n c t i f i e d  t a l e n t s  
might allow. How wonderful t o  know t h a t  when 
He does come, some day our capacity f o r  p r a i s e  
w i l l  be elevated t o  a s t a t u r e  which now our l i t t l e  
i n t e l l e c t s  cannot even comprehend. Nothing com- 
pares i n  value or  d u r a b i l i t y  t o  t h a t  which has 
humbly and s ince re ly  been dedicated t o  t h e  honor 
and p r a i s e  of our Savior Jesus Chr is t .  How t r u e  
t h i s  i s  of music, fo r  example, o r  any other  of 
t h e  arts. Allow me t o  show you a con t ras t .  Due 
t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  former members operated a l a r g e  
dinner t h e a t r e ,  and due t o  t h e  kindness of these  
same people, my to r tu red  ea r  drums were t h r i c e  
a s s a i l e d  by the  overcoming decibels  of t h e  so- 
c a l l e d  rock opera, "Jesus Chr is t  Superstar." 
Several years  ago t h i s  non-biblical  ep ic ,  con- 
cocted by Rice and Weber, a p a i r  of professed 
non-Christians with an eye toward and f a c i l i t y  
f o r  turning a b r igh t  idea  i n t o  c a p i t a l  gain,  was 
t h e  rage a l l  over our land. By some l i b e r a l s  i t  
was ha i l ed  a s  t h a t  approach which would c a t e r  t o  
t h e  youth, make Jesus  Chr is t  a l s o  understandable 

t o  them and 'taring them by droves i n t o  t h e  church. 
P e r s ~ n a l l y  I know of no one ever a t t r a c t e d  t o  our 
Lord by t h e  performnce of t h i s  ep ic ,  It i s  no 
longer the  ragel h d  two hundred years  from mow? 
Forget it: B u t  Georg Fr iedr ich  Baende19s Hessiah 
i s  as f r e s h  and new t o  lovers  of Scr ip ture  today, 
i f  no$ more so ,  than i t  was 200 years ago: Rice 
and Weber got Chr is t  k i l l e d  i n  t h e i r  ep ic ,  Haendel 
d id  not skip  %he resur rec t ion  and triumph of t h e  
exal ted  Chr is t .  

Paul then re tu rns  t o  the  theme i n i t i a t e d  i n  t h e  mid- 
d l e  verses  of t h e  Chapter. Our a t t e n t i o n  is turned 
t o  

Verses 17-19 

To those r i c h  i n  t h e  present  eon continue 
t o  give orders  not  t o  be high-minded nor 
t o  put t h e i r  hope on uncer ta in  r i ches  but  
on God9 t h e  One who furnishes  t o  us a l l  
th ings  r i c h l y  f o r  enjoyment; t o  be working 
good, to be r i c h  i n  exce l l en t  (noble) 
works, t o  be sharing we l l ,  fellowshiping, 
laying up f o r  themselves a s  t r e a s u r e  and 
excel lent  (noble) s tock f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  i n  
order t h a t  they may t ake  hold of genuine 
l i f e ,  

"To those r ich, ' '  S ign i f i can t ly  t h e  possession s f  
wealth a s  such, when God i s  pleased t o  bestow it, 
5s  not equated ~ t h  s i n ,  There is example a 
plenty  i n  t h e  Scr ip tures  with reference  t o  such 
chi ldren s f  Gsd who a r e  blessed with a wealth of 
e a r t h l y  goods; witness such persons as the  pa- 
t r i a r c h s ,  Abraham, Isaac ,  and Jacob; l a t e r  i n  life 
Joseph, Job, David; and i n  t h e  New Testament, 
Joseph of Arimathea. But as t h e  in junct ion bears 
out  t h e  proper and God-pleasing stewardship s f  
r i c h e s  is q u i t e  something e l s e .  This stewardship 
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is t r e a t e d  both a s  t o  i t s  negat ive  and p o s i t i v e  
a spec t s .  The r i c h  be l i eve r  is  warned a g a i n s t  being 
"high-minded," because weal th pe r  s e  adds abso lu te ly  
nothing t o  i n t e l l e c t u a l  o r  moral worth. And of 
course t h e  Apostle would not  warn a g a i n s t  such a t t i -  
tude,  un le s s  i t  were obvious t h a t  high-mindedness 
is  s o  eoanmon on t h e  p a r t  of those  who have weal th.  
Although they a r e  made of t h e  same dus t  and r e t u r n  
t o  t h e  same d u s t ,  they o f t e n  fancy themselves t o  be 
above t h e  ord inary  herd of men. For t h e  C h r i s t i a n  
t h e r e  is  even t h e  danger of f a l l i n g  prey t o  t h e  
de lus ion  t h a t  God has b lessed  him wi th  weal th on 
account of some supe r io r  cha rac te r  t r a i t s  which God 
has  seen i n  him, even i f  such cha rac te r  t r a j t s  a r e  
of such na tu re  a s  t h r i f t ,  hard work, and the  l i k e ,  

Therefore Paul  a l s o  emphasizes t h a t  t h e  t r a n s i t o r y  
nature of t h e  possession s f  r i c h e s  should cause 
the  wealthy b e l i e v e r  t o  use h i s  head and h e a r t .  
Wealth never belongs t o  one man f o r  long. A man 
has t o  l e t  go of i t  sooner o r  l a t e r ;  and be  must 
even consider  t h e  ppsspeet that whereas he  has  s o  
c a r e f u l l y  accumulated i t ,  h i s  h e i r s  may blow t h e  
whole works, un le s s  he bestow it i n  behalf  of 
godly endeavors,  and where he  can count on i t  
being used f o r  t h e  good a f t e r  h i s  demise. And of 
course ,  as Paul  d e c l a r e s ,  t r u s t  i n  weal th  is  u t t e r  
f o l l y .  It cannot buy t i m e  here upon t h i s  e a r t h ,  
and f o r  t h e  l i f e  beyond t h i s  e a r t h  i t  i s  even more 
u s e l e s s ,  

T r u s t  i n  t h e  l i v i n g  God is however something e l s e ,  
In  H i m  through H i s  Chr i s t  t h e r e  i s  promise both  
f o r  the life which now i s  a s  w e l l  as f o r  the  l i f e  
which i s  t o  come. Paul  expands upan t h i s  thought ,  
God no t  only has a l l  good, but  Be d ispenses  it 
l i b e r a l l y  f o r  the  supply of t h e  wants of a l l  H i s  
creatures; and H e  does no t  only g ive  merely what 
is necessary,  but  He g ives  what tends  t o  render  
l i f e  comfortable,  The comforts of l i f e  come from 

God, a s  w e l l  as t h e  necessa r i e s ,  He no t  only 
g ives  us a b a r e  subs i s t ence ,  bu t  he  g ives  u s  enjoy- 
ments. Were it  not  a c t u a l l y  f o r  t h e  oppressions 
and depr iva t ions  brought about by d c k e d  men, every 
s i t u a t i o n  and state i n  l i f e  would be comparatively 
comfortable,  God g ives  l i b e r a l l y ;  man d iv ides  
badly. Even t h i s  is  recognizable on t h e  p a r t  of 
unbel ievers ,  bu t  t h e  methods which they concoct t o  
b r i n g  about adjustment do not  s t e m  from t h e  recog- 
n i t i o n  of God's grace and of H i m  as t h e  boun t i fu l  
supp l i e r ,  And then  when t h e  e r s t w h i l e  have-nots 
become those who have, they  promptly i n i t i a t e  a 
new round of oppression,  

- Verses 28-21 

0 Tfmothy, guard t h e  d e p o s i t ,  Turn away 
from profane babblings and oppos i t ions  s f  
knowledge f a l s e l y  s o  named, which some 
pretending t o  have have e r r ed  a s  regards 
t h e  f a i t h ,  

The profane "babblings" from which Timothy w a s  t o  
steer c l e a r  has  p a r t i c u l a r  r e fe rence  t o  t h e  silXy 
legends of A l c h  we are t o l d  that no people ever  
exhibited a greater stock than t h e  JQIWS~ me 
church of Rome runs them a close second! The 
word knowledge here seems t o  indicate  t he  concept 
of divine h s p i r a t i a n ,  This was elaimed by fa lse  
teachers, and by way o f  t h i s  claim they ssught t o  
gain a footing f a r  t h e i r  ant i -scr iptural  teachkngs, 
Such falsehood because i t  sought t o  e s t ab l i sh  the 

' e f f i c a c y  s f  L e v f t i c a l  atsnemenks, subverted the 
saving  Gospel of Jesus Christ and H i s  availing 
s a c r i f i c e ,  It i s  hard ly  surpriskng %hat  false 
r e l i g i o n  i n  any age cannot d i f f e r  basically from 
t h i s  t h r u s t ,  And t h e r e  is a reason f o r  t h i s ,  
Paan i n  t h e  e s t a b l i s b e n t  of his o m  r e l i g i o n  can. 
never progress  beyond what is i n  him. The detai ls  
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"Which some pretending to have." Men who once had 
the purity of scriptural doctrine have fallen prey 
to this category ever since the Apostle sounded 
this warning, and for that part before it was ever 
sounded, And where the Gospel is held in its 
truth and purity as central to every other Scripture 
teaching, the devil will of course work overtime 
to uproot it. How well we should know Satan's old- 
est trick; "Did God really say it?" 

For Timothy to keep the deposit had to mean the 
strictest adherence to every Word of Scripture, 
This defense was at one and the same time the best 
offense, And so it remains for us as the possessors 
~f the truth to the present day, Security can only 
be maintained by total reliance on the Word, 

And how is that accomplished? By anything in man? 
Never! As Paul says to Timothy: "The grace with 
you." The mercy of God alone can preserve in the 
faith by the power of the Holy Spirit. This grace 
we shall need every moment of our livesf 

-- Howard T. Behrens 

A CRITIQUE AND EVALUATION OF - - - 
WILLIAM BECK'S TRANSLATION -- OF THE PSALMS 

by 

Prof. Rudolph E.  Honsey 
Bethany Lutheran College 

Mankat o , Minnesota 

The topic assigned to me was: "~ritique and 
Evaluation of Beck's Bible Translation,'~hat 
title would imply a critique and evaluation of 
the entire Bible, Old Testament as well as New 
Testament, However, for two reasons that assign- 
ment would be impractical, and even impossible: 
1. There was not sufficient time for this writer 
to undertake such a study unless he were to pick 
a little here and a little there, and thus offer 

I a superficial sampling of some of the books of 
the Bible, 2, There is not sufficient time at 
this conference to present such a critique and 
evaluation even if there had been time to prepare 
it. Under those circumstances, this reviewer 
decided to limit this presentation to one book 
of the Old Testament. After having considered 
various books, we decided to concentrate on that 
book which probably affords the greatest variety 
in both subject matter and style, the Book of 
Psalms. We hope that our choice will serve the 
purpose of gaining a better understanding of 
Dr. Beck's basic philosophy, approach and method 
in translating. 
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s was mentioned in our article in the 
-Spring issue of THE LUTHERAN SYNOD QUARTERLY 

( ~ ~ 1 .  XVI, Nos. 2 and 3, 1976, pp. 66-76), Dr. Beck 
sdvncated a translation that is not literal in the --. - - 
sense that the words fall in line in the same 
manner and order as in the original. Rather he 
emphasized the importance of transferring precisely 
the meaning of the original text into the idiom of 
the language into which the subject matter is to be 
translated. That imolves a re-casting of the 
subject matter, often in a different word order 
and even in different parts of speech. Of that 
we can find abundant evidence in Beck's transla- 
tion. A t  times it may seem that he goes to ex- 
tremes in his idiomatic translation; more often, 
however, it appears that his rendering is a happy 
one, and one that speaks more directly and clearly 
t o  the Twentieth Century herican reader. 

The careful reader will came to t he  conclu- 
sion that Dr. Beck made a very thorough study of 
the t e x t ,  that he comunicated the meaning in 
remarkably clear and understandable language, and 
that, whatever the shortcomings (and there are 
some), the good qualities of his translation far 
outxseigh them, 

In this presentation we shall attempt to list 
a few of the passages that we feel are exception- 
ally well translated, and give some evidence for 
our opinion. These passages will be only a select 
few of what we feel are a considerable number, I n  
some cases we shall mention entire Psalms; In 
others, only selected verses or even words. We 
shall then turn to passages or words with which 
we feel, to a greater or lesser extent, some dis- 
satisfaction or disagreement with the translation 
by Dr. Beck. Since we feel this to be of greater 
importance than our agreement or approval, it will 
proportionately outweigh the section that precedes 

it, To avoid the distraction of footnotes Qr notes 
at the end of this paper, the references, all to 
passages in the Book of Psalnns, will be incorpsr- 
ated into the body of this paper. Occasional sef- 
erences will be m d e  to elhe Hebrew words, but they 
will be kept to a minimme 

PASSAGES T M T  FEEL ARE 
EXCEPTIONALLY WELL TMNSUTEB 

Under this category we could include a few 
Psalms in their entirety, Of those, only a verse 
here and there will be quoted in this presenta- 
tion, One o f  these Psalms is a Psalm that has 
come under closer scrutiny these past few years 
because of its bearing sn the abor t ion issue: 
Psalm 139 ,  Beck comunicates the message of the 
inspired Psaliiaist very elearly in Psalm 139, we 
feel, A s  evidence, we offer the following exam- 
ples: "~oxd, you h w e  s@arched me and You know 
me: You k ~ o w  when I sit d o n  and when I get up; 
You understand from far away what I t h ink ,  You 
watch m e  when 1 travel and when 1 lie doem and 
know intimately all my ways, Before there's a 
word oh my tongue, LORD, You know a l l  about it." 
(Ps ,  139:1-4,) "You created my inner being and 
wove me together in my n~othe r ' s  womb, 1 thank 
You f o r  how marvelously and wonderfully I 8x11 
made, FaaaZ You d s  i s  wsndesfw%, and 1 am f u l l y  
aware s f  $t , Hy- I i r ~ b s  werearb" th%dden farom T<ou 
when I was made i n  secret and skillfully woven 
as i n  depths of the  earth, Pooir eyes saw me 
before I w a s  famed; before  a s i n g l e  one sf  my 
days took shape they  were a B L  prepared and 
mi. t tcn i n  Your s c r o l l , "  (Ps ,  139~13-16 , )  

Aqsng other  Psalms t ha t  we feel w e r e  very well 
translated in Beck's AMERICM TP&S$$%THBN are the 
fol%owiag: 2, 25, 3'7, 4 0 ,  5 4 ,  $8, 69, 70, 7 1 ,  7'3, 
78, 7 9 ,  86, 95, 96, 100, $18, 127 and 1 4 5 ,  Na doubt 
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1 many others could also be included. Among the 
8 a specific words or verses that we shall point out 
4 for some reason or other, most will come from 
f some of the above-mentioned Psalms, 
d 

Br, Beck was strongly eomitted to the Messi- 
anic interpretatinn of Psalms that contain such a 
message. While we feel that his grammatical struc- 
ture is rather free, we agree with the meaning of 
his rendition, of P s *  2:7b: "You are My Son, today 
I am Your Father,'' In the cl~sing verse of that 
Psalm, Beck resists the temptation to resort to 
textual emendation, and directly translates the 
first words: "Kiss the Son," 

We are happy with a passage in another of the 
Messianic Psalms, the Fortieth, Of the three- 
verse passage that follows, tlae first is one of the 
most difficult and variously translated passages 
in the Book of P s a l m s ,  The last two are quoted in 
Hebrews l0:5-7, along with the verse that follows, 
''YQu have done many wonderful things for us, O LOlRa) 
my God, You have made many wonderful plans; no 
one can be compared with you, E want to announce 
them and tell about them, but they are more than 
I cam tell. You were not pleased with sacrifice 
and sffering -- You bored my ears; You didn't want 
burnt  offerings and saeriflees for sin; then 1 
said, "I. have come!" ((Ps, 40:5-7a.)  

Psalm 37 affords us the opportunity to see how 
Beck translates a statement that recur% ag2umber of 
times, In the Hebrew it is given as yiresu ~ S r e ?  
four times (w. 9 l l  22 and 29) and as lzreget 
Jareg once (v. 34). While we might fondly treasure 
the  familiar wording of the King James Version 
("inltrerit the  eartlr"), the eontext s t rong ly  leads 
us t c  translate it "possess the 3.andn or "take 
possession of thc 41azrdPs as Beck expresses it, That 
applies also t o  the well-li,nocisn beatitude, "Blessed 

are the meek: f o r  they shall inherit the earth," 
(Natt, 5:5 I n  the KJV), which Beck translates: "Happy 
are those wfis are gentle -- they w i l l  o m  the land, ' '  
Our Savior no doubt referred to Ps, 37211 in that 
statement, The context of those five references in 
Ps, 139 hardly warrants the translation of the word 
%er@s in the CBSIBIC Sgnse 0% "earth," but rather the 
mre restricted and localized sense of "land.'" 

Beck" policy of determining the exact EngPish 
equivalent o f  a Hebrew word that may be rendered by 
various English words can be seen from his var ious  
ways of translating t w o  words which we shall use as 
examples. One is the word nepeg, which he renders 
as "soul" (Ps. 103 : 11, "heart% (Ps , 86 : 4 b ) ,  "life" 
(Ps. 31:13), g9neck'"(Ps, 105:P8), " t he  way he wantedB' 
(I?,* $M:22), afsng with the verb "seek" in the  Hebrew 
he renders i t  "BiB1" (Ps ,  35 : 4 )  OB* BSde~eroyS1 (Ps~ 40 :  
B 4 ) ,  in the  familiar phrase "my s~p%l" in %he K,J.V, he 
usually renders it i n  the  f irst  person, ''1'~9Pse 3 4 ~ 2 )  
o r  'he" (Ps, $6:%0), I n  some instances he does not 
translate the word at all, e , g , ,  i n  P s ,  86 :4a ,  mile 
in certain instances we might d i f f e r  with D r ,  Beck 
on his translation of t h i s  word, we do marvel at his 
grasp sf t h e  r i c h  range of meanings t h a t  t h e  ward 
nepeg has. W e  have not  exhausted the long list of 
~nglish equivalents t ha t  he uses i n  h i s  translation 
o f  t he  Paalms, 

The other  word t h a t  D r ,  Beck traas%a$es i n t o  
English wieh gsod evidence sf  ins igh t  and skill i s  
the  word lugs, cornonly rendered in the  R.3.V. and 
also several other versions by the Engl i sh  word 
"be ashamed," Tha t  there are times when that mean- 
i n g  appears ts be the bes t  one must be adaitEed, 
Bowever, i t  i s  ofeen inadequate &n expressing t h e  
r i ch  lraeaning o f  -!:he Hebrew word, which generalxy 
has t h e  csnnstatlon o f  disappointment, frustraEfon, 
and failure t o  achieve one's gsa l ,  as a. s tudy  sf 
passages containing the  word will ind ica te ,  &bong 
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~nglish equivalents t ha t  he uses i n  h i s  translation 
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The other  word t h a t  D r ,  Beck traas%a$es i n t o  
English wieh gsod evidence sf  ins igh t  and skill i s  
the  word lugs, cornonly rendered in the  R.3.V. and 
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used i n  Beck's t r ans la t ion  a r e  %he 
r; 

! following: " f ee l  miserable (Ps .  6:10), " l e t  down" 
$ (ps. 2 5 : 2 ) ,  "be disappointed" (Ps .  2 5 : 3 ) ,  "be 
I 

B ashamedw (Ps. 3 5 : 2 4 ) ,  s'~ome t o  a  shameful ends' 

W e  s h a l l  conclude t h i s  f i r s t  p a r t  of our pre- 
s e n t a t i o n  by suggest ing t ha t  you compare two verses 
i n  t h e  King James Version and Beck's h e r i c a n  Trans- 
l a t i o n .  These v e r s e s  a r e  f a m i l i a r  t o  us i n  a  t a b l e  
prayer  knom t o  us  i n  t h e  K , J , V ,  See how c l e a r l y  
Beck comunica te s  t h e  meaning i n  contemporary Aanerf- 
can English: "The eyes of all look to You, and You 
g ive  them t h e i r  food a t  t h e  r i g h t  t ime,  You open 
Your hand t o  s a t i s f y  everything t h a t  l i v e s  wi th  
what it wantseP8 (Ps.  l45:P4-15,) It i s  obvious 
t h a t  when w e  use t h i s  ve r s ion  it is  unnecessary t o  
expla in  t h a t  "meatq' i n  t h i s  passage, as i n  most 
passages i n  t h e  K e J , V . ,  does not  mean "meat," but  
"food." Beck sha res  wi th  o ther  contemporary ver- 
s ions  t h e  obvious advantage of being i n  t h e  language 
t h a t  we  use  i n  our everyday speech, and t h u s  ob- 
v i a t i n g  t h e  need ~f expla in ing  a rcha ic  o r  obso le t e  
words and consequently i n  a  measure r e - t r a n s l a t i n g ,  
En a d d i t i o n  i t  has i n  a  high measure t h e  advantages 
of c a r e f u l  s cho la r sh ip  and f i d e l i t y  t o  t h e  sacred 
tex t ,  However, w i th  i ts  many f i n e  q u a l i t i e s ,  we  do 
f i n d  a number of i n s t ances  of r e n d i t i o n s  with which 
we are not p a r t i c u l a r l y  happy and, i n  a few cases ,  
wi th  which w e  cannot agree ,  It w i l l  be the burden 
sf t h e  l a s t  p a r t  of t k i s  paper t o  po in t  out  same of 
those  words o r  passages,  

PASSAGES WITH W I C H  LKE mE NOT SATISFIED, 
OR DISAGREE 

These passages do not  involve  any of  the  doc- 
t r i n e s  of t h e  Bible,  t o  our  knowledge, They r a t h e r  
concern t h e  meanings of c e r t a i n  words, forms of 

verbs, syntax,  o r  a  given t r a n s l a t i o n ,  They a l s o  
involve t h e  reading of t h e  consonantal  t e x t  of t h e  
Hebrew Bible ,  and the witness  of anc ien t  versions 
such a s  the Septuagint o r  the Syr iac  P e s h i t t a ,  It 
i s  not  our concern t o  s t r e s s  t h e  l i t e r a r y  q u a l i t y  
of Dr, Beck's t r a n s l a t i o n ,  That ,  we f e e l ,  i s  sf 
secondary importance, O f  primary importance i s  
the content  of t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n ,  

m a t e v e r  one may t h i n k  of the f i n i s h e d  product 
i n  t k i s  t r a n s l a t i o n ,  no one can deny t h a t  D r .  Beek 
took %he mtter of t ranslat ing very s e r i o u s l y ,  H e  
devoted much t i m e  and painstaking research t o  h i s  
p r o j e c t ,  I n  general, i t  must be %aid tha t  he  
f a i t h f u l l y  fslaswed t he  best readings of the  Hebrew 
text, 1% must also be admfgted that he followed 
the  Masoretic t e x t  i n  general, There a r e ,  however, 
some ins t ances  i n  which such was not the ease, and 
in a number of those we bzou%d hesi tate  t o  agree 
wi th  him, One such instance i s  P s ,  2 2 : 2 6 ,  i n  which 
the  M ,  T ,  has '!Let heare ( s )  l i v e  forever " 
Beck renders i t :  ' X e t  t he i r  hearts Live forever," 
There are a f e w  s ther  simklar i n s t a n c e s ,  One might 
also question h i s  p a l i c y  of fs%%owtng the Septuagint  
i n  reading "my God" instead o f  "God" i n  Ps. 4 4 ~ 4 .  

There are a few laseances o f  GK, Be~k's re- 
w r i t i n g  the eonsocantal %ex$ o f  t he  H~brev, z prac- 
tice Ea+ which 21x2 we%%--kn$a,km Ugar f t i e  and Hebrew 
schalar , Mitehe1 l Dahood, i s  13artScoslarPy addicted, 
Qae of those Inseances Is Ps, 22~25, %Arhere Beck 
vscalizes "sre Eirst word - (in the  M,To given as 
mgaitte_k5, "o f  youw> as m i ~ G g i k ^ a ,  maicing i t  the 
deno;rafnatBve p i e l  0% E questiona.ble verb form based 
an the  numeral "hunclred," a d  $translates it '9 praise 
you G. hundred ~imes," There i s  no support f o r  thls 
reading i n  t h e  Septraagin.t3 which fo l lows  t h e  Mass- 
r e t i c  Text by rendering it para sou ho epaiwos moue 
One o t h e r  instance o f  Dr, Beck's revocalizing the  
c ~ n s o n a n t a l  t e x t  occurs  i n  P s ,  110r7, In the King 
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Version t h a t  ve r se  reads: "He s h a l l  d r ink  

e brook i n  t h e  way: t h e r e f o r e  s h a l l  he lift 
head." With t h a t  t r a n s l a t i o n  we would essen- 

tially agree.  
.& 

Beck, whose t r a n s l a t i o n  of v e r s e  3 
i s  also somewhat quest ionable i n  t h a t  Psalm, r e -  

i 

voca l i zes  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of t h e  l a s t  (7th) v e r s e  i 

1 
3 and comes up wi th  t h i s  t r a n s l a t i o n ,  which i s  a t  
9 b e s t  ques t ionable :  "The Giver of i nhe r i t ance  w i l l  
2 s e t  Him on His th rone ,  and t h a t  i s  why H e  will 

hold H i s  head high." While we can a r r i v e  a t  that 
t r a n s l a t i o n  by changing t h e  vowels under the con- 
sonants  of t h e  f i rst  half of t h e  ve r se ,  w e  f e e l  i t  
i s  an unwarranted procedure, and lacks t h e  support 
of any of the  ancient ve r s ions .  Whether o r  not  
Beck w a s  i d l u e n c e d  by Dahood'a trralaslation we 
cannot t e l l ,  but  i t  seems more than  co inc iden ta l  
t h a t  Dahood has  t r a n s l a t e d  i t  as fol lows:  "The 
Bestower s f  Succession set  him on h i s  throne ,  the 
Most Bigh Legit imate One l i f t e d  h igh  h i s  head." 
(THE AECMBW BIBLE, BS s I p I ,  I?. l % 2 . )  

A s  an example of a ques t ionable  meaning of a 
word, Beck frequently t r a n s l a t e s  t h e  Hebrew word 
m%gEn, "shie ld ,"  a s  "king." H e  does so i n  
Ps .  84:1l,  i n  s p i t e  of the fac t  t h a t  i n  the same 
verse he renders the  word 6emeg Literally as "sun." 
That pol icy  seems i n c o n s i s t e n t .  E a r l i e r  i n  t h e  
same Psalm he translates m&)ayil >el Qayil ("from 
s t r e n g t h  t o  strength") as "from c i t y  t o  city." 
It is  d i f f i c u l t  t o  understand h i s  r a t i o n a l e  f o r  
t h a t .  H i s  po l i cy  of repea tedly  t r a n s l a t i n g  t h e  
express ion  ben& 5$5m (("sons of man") a s  "mortal 
man" i n  Ps .  107 is  a l s o  open t o  ques t ion ,  p a r t i c u -  
l a r l y  s i n c e  t h e  word f o r  man which most s t rong ly  
conzovtes f r a i l t y  and m o r t a l i t y  i s  not  ~5dSrn bu t  
-'enos. One more example of a ques t ionable  t r ans -  
l a t i o n  i s  h i s  word "secre t ly"  f o r  hinn3m i n  
Ps..35:7. The word r a t h e r  means " in  vain." This  
w e  s t a t e  whi le  being f u l l y  aware o f ,  and i n  agree- 
ment wi th ,  his po l i cy  of t r a n s l a t i n g  id iomat i ca l ly ,  

wi th  t h e  words g e t t i n g  t h e i r  meaning from t h e  con- 
t e x t ,  and not  only t h e i r  e t p o l o g i c a l  r o o t ,  

There a r e  a f e w  in s t ances  of what we f e e l  is 
an inadequate,  and even f a u l t y ,  t r a n s l a t i o n  due t o  
f a i l u r e  t o  observe the proper  t e n s e  o r  mood of a 
verb,  k%ife i n  genera l  D r ,  Beck r e v e a l s  a good 
grasp of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t e n s e s  are not  t i e d  down t o  
t i m e ,  suck as past ,  p re sen t ,  o r  f u t u r e ,  t h e r e  a r e  
some cases  of ques t ionable  render ings  of t enses .  
There a r e  t h r e e  in s t ances  of such m i s t r a n s l a t l o n  
i n  P s ,  6 1 : 4 , 6 ,  One occurs i n  v e r s e  4 ,  where he 
t r a n s l a t e s  t h e  p e r f e c t  tense (h;iy2f5) which is i n  
t h e  i n d i c a t i v e  mood, s t a t i n g  a f a c t ,  as though i t  
were imperat ive,  H e  renders it: "Be my s h e l t e ~ ~ ~ '  
X t  should be rmdered e i t h e r  "You have been my 
s h e l t e r , "  o r  p re fe rab ly ,  "You are my shelter." 
H i s  t r a n s l a t i o n  weakens i t  from a statement of 
assurance to a plea f o r  he lp ,  S imi l a r ly ,  twice 
i n  ve r se  6 ,  he t r a n s l a t e s  t h e  perfeet t e n s e ,  in-  
d i c a t i v e  mood, a s  though it were something else, 
The ward S g m a ~ t 2  is b e s t  t r a n s l a t e d  "You have 
heard." Beck makes i t  a desiderative subjunctive, 
"0 that You would hear." Only when there is a 
par t ic le  such as IG ("if") o r  1G1; ("unless") is 
one j u s t i f i e d  i n  t r a n s l a t i n g  a perfeck as a sub- 
junctive,  and then i t  is  genera l ly  found i s  a 
conerary-to-fact condi t ion ,  ( C f ,  J ,  Wash Watts: 
A SmVEY OF SmTm I N  THE HEBREW OLD TESTMEET, 
g ,  75,) In  the same verse (61, another verb In 
the perfect tense, n&gattZ, i s  Pikewise t ransla ted 
by Beck as a subjunctive ( " g i ~ e ~ ' ) ~  W e  feel  t h a t  
t h i s  procedure robs  t h e s e  t h r e e  verbs of t h e  un- 
ques t ionable  cer ta inty t h a t  the  perfect tense 
provides,  

We ~ 0 ~ 1 6 %  mention a f e w  mare i n s t ances  of 
t r a n s l a t i o n s  of words or phrases  with which w e  
d i f f e r ,  a s  w e  could a l s o  quote many more passages 
wi th  which w e  awe i n  h e a r t y  agreement, baa% t h i s  w i l l  
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e  f o r  now. In  conclusion,  it can 
William Beck's American Trans- 

a very  f i n e  one t h a t  we would hope t o  
e book she l f  of a l l  of our p a s t o r s  and 

s as w e l l  as many of t h e  o the r  people i n  
It is  a very  good t r a n s l a t i o n ,  and 

t every s e r i o u s  s tudent  of t h e  Bib le  ought 
t o  o m .  

-- Rudolph E. Honsey 

THE WEOLOGY OF CMPUS CRUS%\DE 
P - 

by 
The Rev, Wilhelm W, Petersen 

Madison, Wisconsin 

(Ed i to r ' s  Note: The above a r t i c l e  was taken from 
a  p resen ta t ion  t o  a P a s t o r a l  Conference, and so  
does no t  appear i n  p r e c i s e  form f o r  t h e  

I. F i r s t  of all, 5 l i t t l e  i n f o r m t i o n  about --- 
Crusade, 

Campus Crusade and t he  name B i l l  Bright  are synony- 
mous. Dr, B i l l  B r igh t ,  a P a p a n ,  is  t h e  founder 
and p res iden t  of Campus Crusade f o r  Chr is t  Inter-  
n a t i o n a l ,  H e  d i d  graduate s tudy a t  Princeton and 
F u l l e r  Theological  Se~ninaries, H e  received an 
honorary Doctor of Law degree %ram the National 
University of Korea " fo r  the m e r i t ~ r i o u s  contr ibu-  
t i o n  t o  the development s f  h m a n  c u l t u r e  and the  
advancement of world peace through the  s tabl ish-  
meat s f  W p u s  Crusade for Chr is t  I n t e r n a t i o n d e w  
H e  also received an honorary doc to ra t e  from John 
Brow Univers i ty ,  

"'Campus Crusade began as an interna",iozaaab s tuden t  
C h r i s t i a n  movement, designed t o  present t h e  elaims 
of Christ t o  that mjor segment o f  the  col legiate  
world which has no active, vita% coneact w i th  the  
Lord Je sus  C h r i s t  and H i s  Church," The mfnistry 
began s n  the campus of t h e  Univers i ty  oE Cal i fo rn ia  
a t  kos Angeles in the  f a l l  s f  1951 under t he  direc- 
t i o n  of Dr, and Mrs, Bright, %a-pproximate%y 250 
s tuden t s ,  inc luding  a number of l e a d e r s  i n  d i f f e r -  
ent  phases of campus life, "committed t h e i r  l i v e s  
t o  C h r P s % ' q u r i n g  that first sclaool. year, This 
min i s t ry  has  g r o m  so  t h a t  Campus Crusade now has 
a s t a f f  of nearly 4000 and expects t o  have 10,060 
by the end of 1976, 
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Crusade i s  an aggress ive ly  e v a n g e l i s t i c  
t, which p laces  a s t rong  emphasis on t h e  
C h r i s t ,  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of t h e  S c r i p t u r e s ,  

importance of t h e  church, personal  and group 
angelism, t h e  n e c e s s i t y  of t h e  Holy S p i r i t  and 
e adventure of Chr i s t i an  d i s c i p l e s h i p .  Campus ----  

Crusade i s  an e v a n g e l i s t i c  arm of t h e  church. 
which, because of t h e  interdenominat ional  n a t u r e  
of i t s  emphasis, i s  a b l e  t o  reach l a r g e  segments 
of t h e  non-churched s tudent  and l a y  world which 
normally would no t  be  r ecep t ive  t o  s i m i l a r  ap- 
proaches from denominational groups.'' 

"Through a m u l t i p l i c a t i o n  program of WINNING men 
t o  C h r i s t ,  BUILDING men i n  t h e  f a l t h ,  and SENDING 
them t o  t h e  world w i t h  the  good news of God's 
love  and forg iveness ,  t e n s  of thousands have 
been introduced t o  Chr i s t  th ru  t h e  min i s t ry  of 
Campus Crusade f o r  Chr is t . "  

Campus Crusade p l aces  a s t rong  emphasis on the 
importance of t h e  church. Each s t a f f  member is  
requi red  t o  be a c t i v e l y  involved i n  an estab-  
l i s h e d  church, Converts a r e  advised t o  j o i n  a 
church "where Chr i s t  i s  honored and His Word is  
preached." 

Campus Crusade p l ans  t o  evangel ize  t h e  U.S. by 
1976 and t h e  World by 1980. EXPLO '72  provided 
a key s tepping  s tone  toward achieving these  goals  
as more than 80,000 s tuden t s  and laymen around t h e  
world gathered t o  l e a r n  how t o  e f f e c t i v e l y  sha re  
t h e i r  f a i t h  i n  C h r i s t  w i th  o the r s .  D r .  Br ight  
b e l i e v e s  t h a t  it is  poss ib l e  t h a t  t h e  Great Com- 
mission w i l l  be  f u l f i l l e d  i n  t h i s  genera t ion ,  
"I b e l i e v e  t h a t  we  a r e  about t o  s e e  t h e  g r e a t e s t  
s p i r i t u a l  awakening s i n c e  Pentecos t  and t h e  f u l -  
f i l l m e n t  of t h e  Great Commission i n  t h i s  genera- 
t i o n ,  " 

SO MUCH FOR THE STRUCTURE, PURPOSE, GOALS 
OF CAMPUS CRUSADE, 

11, - The of - Crusade 

Campus Crusade does have a Statement of F a i t h  
which i t s  adherents  a r e  asked t o  s ign .  I n  t h e  
p re face  it s t a t e s  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  i n s p i r a t i o n  and 
iner rancy  of t h e  S c r i p t u r e s ,  Of t h e  Bib le  i t  
says ,  "It i s  t h e  supreme and f i n a l  a u t h o r i t y  i n  
a l l  ma t t e r s  on which it speaks." Then i t  goes on 
t o  say,  "We accept  those  l a r g e  areas of d o c t r i n a l  
teaching  on which, h i s t o r i c a l l y ,  t h e r e  has been 
genera l  agreement among a l l  t r u e  Chr i s t i an .  Be- - - 
cause of t h e  
_____.__-_____ ____- of our movement, 
we d e s i r e  t o  a l low f o r  freedom of convic t ion  on 
----_pn__sm_____- 

o t h e r  d o c t r i n a l  mattersxdrovided t h a t  any i n t e r -  
p r e t a t i o n  i s  based upon t h e  Bib le  a lone ,  and t h a t  
no such i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  s h a l l  become an i s s u e  which 
h inders  t h e  minisgry t o  which God has  calBed us." 

The Statement has 17 p o i n t s  of teaching  which t h e i r  
adherents  must subscr ibe  t o ,  They a r e  as follows-; 

1. There i s  one t r u e  God, e t e r n a l l y  e x i s t i n g  
i n  t h r e e  persons - Father ,  Son, and Holy 
S p i r i t  - each of whom possesses  equa l ly  
a l l  t h e  a t t r i b u t e s  of Deity and t h e  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of pe r sona l i ty .  

2 .  Jesus  C h r i s t  i s  God, t h e  l i v i n g  Word, who 
became f l e s h  through H i s  miraculous csn- 
cep t ion  by t h e  Holy S p i r i t  and H i s  virgin 
b i r t h .  Hence, H e  is  p e r f e c t  Deity and 
t r u e  humanity un i t ed  i n  one person fo reve r .  

3.  H e  l i v e d  a s i n l e s s  l i f e  and v o l u n t a r i l y  
atoned f o r  t h e  s i n s  of men by dying on t h e  
c r o s s  a s  t h e i r  substitute, t hus  s a t i s f y i n g  
d i v i n e  j u s t i c e  and accomplishing s a l v a t i o n  
f o r  a l l  who t r u s t  i n  H i m  a lone .  
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Be r o s e  from t h e  dead i n  t h e  same body, 
though g l o r i f i e d ,  i n  which He l i v e d  and 
df ed . 
He ascended bodi ly  i n t o  heaven and s a t  
down a t  t h e  r i g h t  hand of God t h e  Fa ther ,  
where H e ,  t h e  only mediator between God 
and man, con t inua l ly  makes i n t e r c e s s i o n  
f o r  H i s  own. 

Man was o r i g i n a l l y  c rea t ed  i n  t h e  image 
of God. He sinned by disobeying God; 
thus ,  he was a l i e n a t e d  from H i s  c r e a t o r ,  
That h i s t o r i c  S a l l  brought a l l  mankind 
under d i v i n e  condemnation. 

Man" n a t u r e  is corrupted and he  i s  thus  
t o t a l l y  unable t o  p l ease  God. Every man 
i s  i n  need of regenera t ion  and renewal 
by t h e  Holy S p i r i t ,  

The s a l v a t i o n  of man i s  wholly a work of 
God's f r e e  grace  and is  not  t h e  work, i n  
whole o r  i n  p a r t ,  of human works o r  goodness 
o r  r e l i g i o u s  ceremony. God imputes H i s  
r ighteousness t o  those  who put  t h e i r  f a i t h  
i n  C h r i s t  a lone  f o r  t h e i r  s a l v a t i o n ,  and 
thereby j u s t i f i e s  them i n  H i s  s i g h t .  

It i s  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  of a l l  who a r e  born 
again of t h e  S p i r i t  t o  be assured  of 
t h e i r  s a l v a t i o n  from t h e  very  moment i n  
which they  t r u s t  Chr i s t  a s  t h e i r  Savior .  
This assurance  i s  not  based upon any 
kind of human mer i t ,  bu t  i s  produced 
by t h e  wi tness  of t h e  Holy S p i r i t ,  who 
confirms i n  t h e  b e l i e v e r  t h e  testimony 
of God i n  H i s  w r i t t e n  Word, 

10. The Holy S p i r i t  has  come i n t o  t h e  world 
t o  r e v e a l  and g l o r i f y  C h r i s t  and t o  
apply t h e  saving  work of C h r i s t  t o  men, 
He conv ic t s  and draws s i n n e r s  t o  C h r i s t ,  
imparts  new l i f e  t o  them, con t inua l ly  
indwel ls  them from t h e  moment of s p i r i -  
t u a l  b i r t h  and s e a l s  them u n t i l  t h e  day 
of redemption. H i s  SuPlness,  power, and 
c o n t r o l  a r e  appropr ia ted  i n  t h e  b e l i e v e r '  
l i f e  by f a i t h .  

11. Every b e l i e v e r  is  c a l l e d  t o  l i v e  s o  i n  
t h e  power of t h e  indwell ing S p i r f t  t h a t  
he w i l l  no t  f u l f i l l  t h e  l u s t  of t h e  
f l e s h  but  w i l l  bear  f r u i t  t o  t h e  g lory  
of God, 

12 ,  Jesus  Chr i s t  is  t h e  Head of t h e  Church, 
H i s  Body, which is  composed of a l l  men, 
l i v i n g  and dead, who have been joined t o  
H i m  through saving  f a i t h ,  

13, God admonished H i s  people t o  assemble 
toge the r  r e g u l a r l y  f o r  worship, f o r  par- 
t g c i p a t i s n  i n  ordinances,  f o r  e d i f i c a -  
t i o n  through t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  and f o r  
mutual encouragement. 

14. A t  phys ica l  deaeh the b e l i e v e r  e n t e r s  
imed ia t e f ly  i n t o  e t e s n a  conscious 
fe l lowship  wi th  t h e  Lard and awai t s  t h e  
r e s u r r e c t i o n  of h i s  body t o  e v e r l a s t i n g  
g lo ry  and b le s s ing ,  

15, A t  phys ica l  dea th  t he  unbel iever  e n t e r s  
immediately i n t o  e t e r n a l ,  conscious 
sepa ra t ion  f r ~ m  t h e  Lord and awai t s  
t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n  of h i s  body t o  ever- 
l a s t i n g  judgment and condemnation, 
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16. J e sus  Chr i s t  w i l l  come again  t o  t h e  
e a r t h  -- per sona l ly ,  v i s i b l y ,  and 
bodi ly  -- t o  consumate h i s t o r y  and 
t h e  e t e r n a l  p l an  of God, 

17. The Lord Je sus  Chr i s t  commanded a l l  
b e l i e v e r s  t o  proclaim t h e  Gospel 
throughout t h e  world and t o  d i s c i p l e  
men of every na t ion .  The f u l f i l l m e n t  
of t h a t  Great Commission r e q u i r e s  t h a t  
a l l  wordly and personal  ambit ions be 
subordinated t o  a  t o t a l  commitment t o  
"Him who loved us and gave Himself f o r  
US. t r  

I n  t h e  concluding paragraph t h e  adherent  i s  asked 
t o  pledge himself t o  he lp  f u l f i l l  t h e  Great Com- 
mission i n  our genera t ion ,  depending upon t h e  Holy 
S p i r i t  t o  guide and empower him. 

Campus Crusade has  published and uses  a  booklet  
e n t i t l e d  "FOUR SPIRITUAL LAWS" a s  an a i d  i n  pre- 
s en t ing  t h e  Gospel t o  o the r s .  LAW 1 s t a t e s :  
"God Loves You, And Has A Wonderful PLAN For Your 
Li fe .  " L A W  2 : "Man Is SINFUL And SEPARATED From 
God, Thus He Cannot Know And Experience God's 
Love and Plan For This  if e ,"  LAW 3 : "Jesus 
Chr i s t  Is God's ONLY Provis ion  For Man" Sin. 
Through HIM You Can Know and Experience God's 
Love and Plan For Your Life , ' '  LAW 4: "We Must 
Ind iv idua l ly  RECEIVE Jesus  C h r i s t  A s  Savior  And 
Lord; Then W e  Can Know And Experience God's Love 
And Plan  For Our ~ i v e s . ' ~  

Af ter  a  person has  i n v i t e d  Chr i s t  i n t o  h i s  l i f e  
through prayer  and made h i s  dec i s ion  f o r  C h r i s t ,  
then he  i s  i n v i t e d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a s p i r i t u a l  
growth program through a s tudy of t h e  Word. H e  
is  a l s o  expected t o  t a k e  an a c t i v e  p a r t  i n  personal  
evangelism. 

111. Our Evaluat ion of of - 
Crusade 

Campus Crusade does teach  c o r r e c t l y  on some of 
t h e  b a s i c  s c r i p t u r a l  d o c t r i n e s  such a s  t h e  Trin- 
i t y ,  t h e  Virg in  B i r th ,  and t h e  Deity of Chr i s t .  
However, when we examine t h e i r  theology i n  t h e  
l i g h t  of S c r i p t u r e  and the  Lutheran Confessions 
we f i n d  i t  l ack ing  i n  many a reas .  I n  b r i e f ,  i t  
i s  an heterodox o rgan iza t ion ,  a l lowing f a l s e  
doc t r ine  t o  be taught  a longs ide  t r u e  doc t r ine .  

F i r s t  of a l l ,  i t  is  u n i o n i s t i c  i n  cha rac te r .  
Campus Crusade does not  i n s i s t  on f u l l  d o c t r i n a l  
uni ty .  While i t  does c a l l  f o r  agreement an 
"those l a r g e  a r e a s  of d o c t r i n a l  teaching  on which, 
h i s t o r i c a l l y ,  t h e r e  has  been gene ra l  agreement 
among C h r i s t i a n s T i t  does not  r e q u i r e  unanimity 
on t h e  Sacraments, eschatology,  church fe l lowship ,  
e t c .  This i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of Reformed theology. 
W e  be l i eve  t h a t  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  r e q u i r e  complete 
u n i t y  i n  d o c t r i n e  before  t h e r e  can b e  outward 
fel lowship.  While prepar ing  t h i s  paper ,  I re- 
ceived a l e t t e r  i n v i t i n g  a l l .  C h r i s t i a n s  i n  the 
Madison area to come toge the r  $0 a l i b e r a l  Luth- 
eran church f o r  "an e x c i t i n g  day of prayer  and 
fel lowship."  The theme of the day i s  "To Know 
Chr i s t  and Make Him Known. " This is  sponsored 
by s e v e r a l  groups, inc luding  Campus Crusade. Th i s  
is d e f i n i t e l y  a u n i o n i s t i c  ga ther ing .  W e  be l i eve  
t h a t  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  a r e  very c l e a r  when they  in- 
sist on f u l l  d o c t r i n a l  agreement before  t h e r e  can 
be j o i n t  worship and work. Passages such as 
Romans 1 6 ~ 1 7 ,  I Cor. 1:10, M a t t .  7:15 c l e a r l y  
fo rb id  such unionism, 

Paragraph 3 i n  "Statement of Fa i th"  says  C h r i s t ' s  
redemptive work has  "accomplished s a l v a t i o n  f o r  
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who trust i n  N i m  alone," The B ib l e  teaches 
tbag s a l v a t i o n  has been accomplished f o r  a l l ,  
"Christ  d i e d  f o r  a$"%'' "God was in Christ, recon- 
c i l i n g  t h e  world unto H i m s e l f ,  not  irnguting t h e i r  
t r e spasses  unto them." Men Jesus  c r i e d  on t h e  
c ross  "It is f in i shed , "  He tPler@by dec lared  t h a t  
He had completed t h e  work of redeeming t h e  world, 
Because of t h i s  redemptive work God has dec lared  
t h e  h o l e  world forg iven ,  It is  an o b j e c t i v e  a c t  
wkieh has been a c c o q l i s h e d  and is not  dependent 
on m n P s  f a i t h .  It is  t r u e  t h a t  t h i s  forg iveness  
does not  b e n e f i t  a  person unless  he accepts  i t ,  
but  he has  been dec lared  forg iven  whether he be- 
l i e v e s  i t  o r  n o t ,  The t ragedy of h e l l  w i l l  be  
t h a t  many w i l l  be t h e r e  not  because they were not  
forg iven ,  but  because they refused  t o  b e l i e v e  i t ,  

The theology of Compus Crusade i s  e 

St  p resen t s  f a i t h  a s  something t h a t  man is capable 
of i n  p a r t  by h i s  own powers. "BY a  d e l i b e r a t e  
a c t  of your w i l l ,  i n v i t e  Chr i s t  t o  come i n t o  your 
l i f e  t o  be your Lord and Savior." I n  t h e  Van Duesen 
l e t t e r ,  t h e  ques t ion  i s  asked: " w i l l  you not  s in -  
ce re ly  i n v i t e  t h e  Lord Je sus  i n t o  your h e a r t ,  and 
surrender  your w i l l  completely t o  H i m ,  r i g h t  now? 
We can t a l k  wi th  God through prayer .  Why not  f i n d  
a  q u i e t  p l ace  where you can kneel  o r  bow rever-  
e n t l y  i n  God's presence and a sk  C h r i s t  t o  come 
i n t o  your h e a r t ,  I n  your prayer ,  you can say  some- 
th ing  l i k e  t h i s :  XLQr Jesus ,  I i n v i t e  you t o  come 
i n t o  my l i f e ,  fo rg ive  my s i n s ,  and become my Lord 
and Master' . . . I n v i t i n g  C h r i s t  i n t o  your l i f e  
i s  abso lu te ly  t h e  most important dec i s ion  t h a t  you 
w i l l  ever  make."" A song which sums up t h i s  
theology is: "I Have Decided t o  Follow Jesus, ' '  -- 

"This l e t t e r  w a s  w r i t t e n  t o  a prominent bus iness  
acquaintance who had requested information on how t o  
become a Chr i s t i an .  The name, D r .  Van Duesen, is  
f i c t i t i o u s .  I n  t h e  l a s t  few yea r s  s e v e r a l  m i l l i o n  
copies  of t h i s  l e t t e r  have been d i s t r i b u t e d  around 
t h e  world i n  most major languages. 

The Bible teaches  t h a t  man is s p i r i t u a l l y  dead 
and unable and unawilling t o  b e l i e v e ,  It is  only 
through t h e  power of the  Holy S p i r i t  working through 
t h e  Word t h a t  a person i s  brought f a i t h .  I n  our 
Catechism we have t h i s  ques t ion  and answer: ''HOW 
DO ALL THE BENEFITS OF CmIST 'S  REDmPTIBR BECOm 
YOURS?" hswer : "The b e n e f i t s  of Chrf s t 's  redemp- 
t i o n  become mine only when the  Holy Ghost c r e a t e s  
i n  my h e a r t  a l i v i n g  faith in Chr i s t  a s  ay  Savior , ' '  
A s  our s a l v a t i o n  i n  Chr is t  i s  a free g i f t  s o  a l s o  - 

is  our f a i t h ,  which appropr i a t e s  t h i s  s a l v a t i o n ,  a 
g i f t  of the  Holy S p i r i t ,  P u r t h e m s r e ,  man" sin- 

a b i l i t y  ts be l i eve  by himself ks brought ou t  i n  
passages l i k e :  ""No man can say t ha t  Jesus is E m d  
but  by the  Holy  host," "And you ha th  he quickened 
who were dead i n  trespasses and s ins ."  I n - t h e  expla- 
nati~n sf the  Thi rd  Areicle, Luther  w r i t e s :  "I be- 
l i eve  t ha t  I cannot by my o m  reason a r  s t r eng th  
be l i eve  i n  Je sus  Chr i s t ,  my Lard ,  o r  come t o  Him; 
but  t h e  Holy Ghost has called me by the Gospel ,  
enl ightened m e  w i t h  H i s  g i f t s ,  sanctified and kept 
m e  i n  the trw fa i t h , "  We s ing  in one s f  s w  h p n s :  

'%I1 our knowledge, sense, and s i g h t  
L i e  i n  deepest  darkness shrouded 
T i l l  Thy S p i r i t  breaks our  n i g h t  
With the  beams of t r u t h  unclouded, 
Thou alone t o  God eanst win u s *  .------p----_____) 
Thou must work all goad wi th in  US,'' 

Our Lutheran Confessions are very e q l i c i t  on thLs 
score too: "As l i t t l e  as a corpse can quicken 
i t se l f  fro bodi ly ,  earthly l i f e ,  so l i t t l e  can man 
who through s i n  i s  l a y  dead raise himself 
t o  s p i r i t u a l  l i f e "  p , 47 0) , "In convex- 
s i a n  God makes w i l l i n g  people out  s f  unwi l l ing  
people" (Epitome, A r t .  II, p.  471). "Apart from 
Chr i s t  we cannot know t h e  grace  of God t h e  Fa ther ,  
bu t  a p a r t  from t h e  Holy S p i r i t  we cannot  come t o  
Chr is t . "  '% saving howledge  of t h e  Son comes t o  
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no one except by t h e  Holy S p i r i t . "  "The e n t i r e  
C h r i s t i a n  l i f e  is  t h e  r e s u l t  of H i s  work." I would 
adv i se  you t o  read  A r t i c l e  II of t h e  Sol id  Declara- 
t ion on Free W i l l ,  I n  b r i e f ,  t h e  theology of Campus 
Crusade on conversion i s  a fax  c ry  from t h e  Lutheran 
d o c t r i n e  of t h e  means of grace,  

Campus Crusade theology makes prayer  a means of 
grace. Af t e r  present ing  t h e  Four S p i r i t u a l  Laws, 
t h e  p resen te r  is  t o l d ,  "Be s u r e  t o  exp la in  how one 
can r ece ive  Chr i s t  through grayer ,"  He i s  t o  read  
a prayer  aloud and then ask ,  " ~ o e s  t h i s  prayer  ex- 
p r e s s  t h e  d e s i r e  of your hea r t ? "  "If i t  does,  you 
m y  wish t o  pray t h i s  prayer  r i g h t  now, and Chr i s t  
w i l l  come i n t o  your l i f e ,  a s  H e  promised." Much 
emphasis is  made on r ece iv ing  Chr i s t  through prayer ,  

Prayer is  not  a means of grace;  r a t h e r  i t  I s  an 
a c t i v i t y  of f a i t h .  P r i o r  t o  conversion a person 
cannot pray. Prayer i s  something a C h r i s t i a n  does 
a f t e r  he  becomes a b e l i e v e r .  J u s t  a s  a person 
cannot t a l k  before  he r ece ives  phys ica l  l i f e ,  so  
a l s o  a s p i r i t u a l l y  dead person cannot pray u n t i l  
t h e  Holy S p i r i t  b r ings  him t o  f a i t h .  Then he  w i l l  
t a l k  t o  H i s  heavenly Father  i n  p raye r ,  thanking 
H i m  f o r  H i s  many b l e s s i n g s ,  ch ie f  of which a r e  h i s  
s p i r i t u a l  b l e s s i n g s ,  and w i l l  a s k  H i m  f o r  a s t ronge r  
f a i t h  and f o r  grace  and s t r e n g t h  t o  grow. Daily he  
w i l l  approach t h e  throne  of grace  i n  p raye r ,  

Not much is  s a i d  i n  t h e i r  l i t e r a t u r e  about t h e  
Sacraments. Converts a r e  t o l d  t o  seek  ou t  a church 
where Chr i s t  is honored and H i s  Word proclaimed. 
They are a l s o  t o l d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  "ordi- 
nances" of t h a t  church. Apparently, i t  doesn ' t  
make any d i f f e r e n c e  what t h a t  church teaches  i n  
regard t o  Baptism and t h e  Lord's Supper. "If  you 
have not  a l r eady  been bapt ized ,  p l an  t o  be bapt ized  
as an  outward express ion  of your i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  

wi th  Chr is t . "  From t h i s  it i s  evident  t h a t  Campus 
Crusade theology does not  cons ider  Baptism t o  be a 
means of grace  but  r a t h e r  "an outward expression 
of i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i t h  ~ h r i s t , "  That i s  i n  l i n e  
wi th  Reformed theology on t h e  Sacraments. 

F i n a l l y ,  Campus Crusade theology l eaves  room f o r  
j u s t  about any kind of d o c t r i n e  on eschatology,  
"Jesus Chr i s t  w i l l  come aga in  t o  t h e  e a r t h  -- 
personal ly ,  v i s i b l y ,  and bodi ly  -- t o  consumate 
h i s t o r y  and t h e  e t e r n a l  p l an  of God." I n  t h e  
Apost le ' s  Creed we confess  t h a t  H e  w i l l  come again  
t o  judge t h e  quick and t h e  dead. Our Lutheran 
Confessions r u l e  out  any kind of millenium, The 
s tatement  by Campus Crusade al lows f o r  almost any 
kind of i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  regard ing  t h e  r e t u r n  of 
Chr i s t .  Since most of t h e i r  members come from 
Reformed churches which a l low f o r  some s o r t  of 
millenium o r  r ap tu re ,  it i s  only n a t u r a l  t h a t  
t h e r e  i s  only a vague s tatement  about C h r i s t ' s  
r e t u r n .  

I n  conclusion,  Campus Crusade theology leaves  
much t o  be des i r ed ,  t o  say  t h e  l e a s t .  We do no t  
ques t ion  t h e i r  s i n c e r i t y  o r  motives, bu t  t h e i r  
d o c t r i n a l  trumpet does n o t  g ive  a c l e a r  and d e f i -  
n i t e  sound, Much of t h e i r  theology is Reformed 
theology. I n  t h e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s ,  man's c e r t a i n t y  
of s a l v a t i o n  is based on subjec t iv ism and f e e l i n g s  
of t h e  h e a r t  r a t h e r  than  o b j e c t i v e  promises of God, 
W e  must admire them, though, f o r  t h e i r  z e a l  i n  
evangelism, Here i s  an area where t h e r e  i s  much 
room f o r  improvement i n  our  c i r c l e s .  W e ,  who by 
t h e  grace of God have t h e  pure  d o c t r i n e ,  should 
be more a c t i v e  i n  spreading i t  through personal  
evangelism. Every conserva t ive  Lutheran church 
should have n o t  only a Bib le  c l a s s  bu t  a l s o  an 
evangelism course designed t o  t r a i n  our  people how 
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t ake  s e r i o u s  
Gospel wi th  o the r s .  We a l l  need t o  
ly t h e  message of t h e  hymn which says  

it all: 

"God's Word i s  our g r e a t  h e r i t a g e ,  
And s h a l l  be ours  fo reve r ;  

To spread i t s  l i g h t  from age t o  age 
S h a l l  be  our  ch ief  endeavor; 

Through l i f e  i t  guides our way, 
I n  dea th  i t  is  o u r . s t a y ;  

Lord, g ran t ,  whi le  worlds endure, 
W e  keep i t s  teachings  pure 

Throughout a l l  generat ions. '  
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